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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Hearing from God is the divine right and privilege of every 
child of God. Regardless of who you are, what side of the tracks 
you were born on, your education or background, God has 
created you to hear and understand His spoken words. 
Receiving a word from the Creator is the most thrilling and 
exciting event that a human being can experience. It is an 
experience that marks your life forever.  
 
“How To Hear From God” provides confirmation and comfort 
when God speaks to you. It solves the mysteries concerning the 
voice of God and presents answers to end the struggles in your 
life. Hearing the voice of God will excel every area of life, make 
wrong things in your life right, and instantly change a 
depressing situation into a glorious occasion at a moment’s 
notice. 
 
Hearing from God can also save your life. My wife, Evelyn, has 
a fascinating story where hearing and recognizing the voice of 
the Lord prevented a potentially disastrous situation in our lives. 
He did it for us, He can do it for you, too. I’ll let my wife share 
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it with you. 
 

Some years ago, I discovered that which many 
women fear. As I prepared to dress for work that 
early spring morning, I felt a large lump on my 
breast. Upon seeing my doctor, he discovered yet 
another one under my arm. After about two hours 
of expressing my deepest fears and wailing like a 
baby, I put myself in remembrance of God’s Word 
concerning my health. I continued to pray the 
Word daily and was fully convinced that I was 
healed and that the growths were benign. 

 
I made all of the necessary arrangements to 
undergo surgery to have the lumps removed. The 
problem was I didn’t have any peace about the 
surgery. Actually, it wasn’t the surgery, it was the 
general anesthesia. I didn’t want to be put to 
sleep. I conferred with a few godly people whom I 
trusted, and they encouraged me to meditate on 
God’s Word regarding Him sustaining my life. 
But I wasn’t concerned about dying, I just didn’t 
have peace about the general anesthesia. 

 
A course of three weeks had passed since I 
discovered the growths. I had just returned from 
the hospital having undergone all the necessary 
pre-op tests. My surgery was scheduled for two 
days away. As directed by my physician, I went to 
the pharmacy to fill several prescriptions. My 
doctor wanted me to begin taking antibiotics to 
ensure I wouldn’t be susceptible to infection 
following surgery. He also prescribed painkillers 
which he suggested I begin taking the next day. 
As I waited for my prescriptions to be filled, I did 
just what pharmacies hope you’ll do: walked up 
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and down each aisle putting items in my basket I 
didn’t know I needed. 

 
Upon arriving at the contraceptive aisle, the Lord 
spoke to my heart and clearly instructed me to 
buy a pregnancy test. You have to understand that 
my husband and I had tried to have a child for 
four years. I had already endured the 
disappointment and devastation of watching the 
home pregnancy test display negative month after 
month.  Probably ten months prior, I told the 
Lord I would no longer mark the calendar, check 
my temperature, or take any further thought as to 
when or how I would conceive.  I would merely 
wait and trust Him. 

 
You can imagine my reluctance when I heard the 
voice urging me to buy the test. I actually 
responded aloud and said, “I am not going to put 
myself through that again.”  The Lord said, 
“Maybe then you’ll have peace about your 
surgery.” So I said, “Okay, Lord, but I am not 
telling my husband. He’s been disappointed 
enough.” 

 
The next morning, as though it was an 
afterthought, I quickly took the home pregnancy 
test, then ignored it as I proceeded to get dressed. 
I walked back in the bathroom and, to my 
disbelief, the test was positive. Unable to believe 
the obvious, I took another one immediately. 
Same results!  I made another doctor’s 
appointment that morning and they confirmed the 
test results and directed me to cancel my surgery. 

 
That evening after a celebration dinner with my 
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husband, we thanked God for our miracle. We 
thanked Him for His voice and willingness to 
speak to us. I thanked Him for having ears to 
hear, for saving my seed from destruction. Our 
baby girl could have been killed by the 
medication, anesthesia, and the radiation. We 
thanked God. 

 
In spite of the radiation endured from the 
mammogram, our beautiful baby girl has thrived 
as God promised and, in spite of the evident 
lumps, God healed me and at five months of 
pregnancy the lumps 
were gone and could not be detected by 
ultrasound. 

 
As you can see from my wife’s testimony, hearing and 
recognizing the voice of God can save your life and the life of 
your loved ones. If my wife would not have discerned the voice 
of God, our little girl would have died. One word from God can 
change your whole life! 
 
You will find that God wants to be a part of every aspect of our 
lives, not just in the big things like having a baby, buying a 
house, or starting a ministry, but also little things like what to 
eat or when to go to bed. 
 
“How to Hear from God” will entice you to see the profound 
realities of your capability to understand and recognize the voice 
of God. This book will help you to eliminate the mysteriousness 
of “vague impressions” and “dark sayings.” When God speaks 
to you, the shadow of doubt will be removed. 
 
Most Christians are simply not hearing from God because they 
need explanations to the following unanswered questions: 
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• How do I know if God is speaking to me, or if it is the 
devil, or my own thoughts? 

 
• Do I need to find a prophet of God to hear from the 

Lord? 
 

• If I am not a prophet, apostle, or pastor, can I still hear 
from God? 

 
• What does God sound like? 

 
• I need to hear from God today. What do I need to do? 

 
Most of the day-to-day decisions you and I have to make are not 
precisely covered in the Bible. Should I take the job? Do I join 
this church? Should I marry this person? Do I buy a new car 
now?  
 
After you study this valuable book, such questions as these will 
be promptly answered, directly from the Lord. You will hear 
from God and you will know how to put in motion what you 
heard. 
 
How to Hear From God will be a continual blessing to you, 
your family, your business, and ministry until Jesus returns. Get 
ready for your life to change! 
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Chapter 1 
 

 
 

Was That You, Lord? 
 

Recognizing God’s Voice 
 

 

Have you ever met anyone who wanted to hear from God so 
bad that the person prayed this prayer: “Lord, if you would send 
a little blue birdie by my window and let it tweet three times, 
then I’ll know it’s you!”? 
 
What if a guy calls himself a prophet and says to you, “Thus 
said the Lord, you should leave for Africa at once, leave your 
family, home, and church behind to start mission work in that 
land?”  
 
What do you do? Do you rush home to begin packing your 
bags? If this is the first time you heard these instructions, don’t 
do anything. It either wasn’t God or perhaps it was said to you 
out of context or out of season. Write “return to sender” on that 
piece of mail, stick it in the mailbox and put the red flag up! 
That particular word wasn’t for you.
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God knows how to speak to us directly and it is His will that He 
communicate with us on a day-to-day basis to answer every 
question in our minds: Which house or car do I buy? Should I 
accept the job offer? Should I quit my job and go back to 
school? Is it time to build a new church? Which church should I 
attend? What should I be doing with my life? 
 
It is not the will of God for you and me to live in the realm of 
ambiguity and mystery. God created us to hear His voice. He 
will give us the necessary instructions to be successful in every 
area of our lives. 
 

Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that 
he might instruct thee... (Deuteronomy 4:36) 

 
It may be a mystery to us how to grow our business to 
profitability, it may be unfamiliar to us how to reconcile our 
family, it may be unknown to us what our purpose is in life, but 
God knows. He is in the business of keeping you and me out of 
the dark, and revealing answers to His people. He is ready to 
disclose secrets specifically for our ears! 

 
The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: 
but those things which are revealed belong unto 
us and to our children for ever. (Deuteronomy 29:29) 
 

Once God reveals something to us, it belongs to us and our 
family forever. The problem for most Christians is that we don’t 
recognize His voice when He does speak to us. If you are 
struggling in this area, you are not alone. 
 
Samuel was used greatly by God. However, when he heard the 
voice of the Lord for the first time, he did not recognize who 
was speaking. 
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When the Lord called, Samuel! And he answered, 
Here I am. He ran to Eli and said, Here I am, for 
you called me. Eli said, I did not call you; lie 
down again. So he went and lay down. And the 
Lord called again, Samuel!  And Samuel arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for you did 
call me. Eli answered, I did not call, my son; lie 
down again. 

 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the 
word of the Lord was not yet revealed to him. And 
the Lord called Samuel the third time. And he 
went to Eli and said, Here I am, for you did call 
me. Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling 
the boy. 
 
So Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down. And if He 
calls you, you shall say, Speak, Lord, for your 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. And the Lord came and stood and 
called as at other times, Samuel! Samuel! Then 
Samuel answered, Speak, Lord, for your servant 
is listening. The Lord told Samuel, Behold, I am 
about to do a thing in Israel... (1 Samuel 3:4-11 amp, 
emphasis added). 

 
The young Samuel, who ultimately led an entire nation to 
repentance and anointed two kings, did not recognize God’s 
voice when He spoke directly to him. But the Lord was 
determined to have a conversation with Samuel. After three 
times, Samuel finally acknowledged that it was the Lord calling 
his name. Several chapters later, we see Samuel hearing and 
obeying the voice of God and walking in his calling. Thank 
God, the Lord doesn’t give up on us. 
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What if Samuel had continued to ignore the voice of God? 
Perhaps God would have raised up someone else to speak the 
word of the Lord to the nation. Undoubtedly, thousands of 
people would have been affected. One thing is sure, if Samuel 
had chosen to walk in ignorance (not knowing), he would have 
missed the perfect will of God for his life!   
On the other hand, many are so hungry and desperate to hear 
from God (this can be a good thing with the proper balance), 
that they begin to pursue people and things rather than seeking 
God. Ultimately, these people end up falling into deception. 
They may do good things with their lives, but it’s not what God 
told them to do. They end up living in God’s permissive will but 
outside of God’s perfect will for their life.  
 
Seek God First, Not People 
 
To avoid deception, we must first begin to seek God and not 
fleeces. A fleece is when we place a demand on God to speak to 
us through external means to prove that He is God. Although 
God can speak externally, He doesn’t need external things to 
speak to us. He has His Word and the Holy Spirit to get our 
attention internally.  
 
God used external things in the Old Testament because the Holy 
Spirit had not yet come. He spoke to humans through burning 
bushes, whirlwinds, fire, clouds, and even a donkey. But God 
moved off Mount Sinai through the person of the Holy Spirit, 
and now resides inside our hearts: 
 

...for you are the temple of the living God; as God 
has said, I will dwell in them, and walk among 
them; I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people. (2 Corinthians 6:16) 

 
 
Many Christians have not truly received the revelation that God 
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moved off Mount Sinai and, through His word, moved on the 
inside of them. Because God lives in us and with us and around 
us, doesn’t it make sense to believe that God can speak directly 
to us? 
 
God Spoke Through Prophets 
 
In the Old Testament, the people of Israel had to rely upon the 
prophets to speak for God. When a man or woman wanted to 
hear from God concerning his or her life, they sought a prophet. 
The Old Testament called them “seers.”  
 
During those times, the presence of God was kept in the Ark of 
the Covenant. Within the Ark were three separate courts: the 
outer court, the inner court, and the Holy of Holies where God 
resided. A veil divided the Holy of Holies from the inner court. 
Only the seers were allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies and 
speak to God. It was their job to make intercession on the behalf 
of the children of Israel. In return God would speak to the seers. 
In those days, the seers acted as the mouthpiece of God because 
the veil separated the Spirit of God from the people.  
 
God always longed to be close to His people, but because of sin 
and disobedience, men and women could not have true worship 
and fellowship with the Father. But God had a plan. In the New 
Testament, we see how God sent His only Son, Jesus, to 
reconcile the people of God back to Him: 

 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son... (John 3:16) 

 
God loves you and me so much, that He sacrificed the One He 
loved. It is through the precious blood of Jesus that we have an 
opportunity to come directly to God for ourselves. Notice the 
mission of Christ once He came to earth: 
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 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 
them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were pleading through 
us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.  
(2 Corinthians 5:19-21)   

 
All were born with sin (see Psalms 51:5). It was Jesus who 
became our sin. Think of all the lowdown, dirty, rotten, sinful 
things you have done and said in your life. Jesus became that! 
He gave us His coat of righteousness and washed our dirty 
hearts white as snow!  He tore down the veil that separated the 
presence of God from His people. 
 

Whenever a person turns [in repentance] to the 
Lord, the veil is stripped off and taken away.   
(2 Corinthians 3:15-16 amp) 

 
Jesus wanted you and me to enjoy the same relationship He had 
with the Father. No longer do we have to depend upon the 
prophets to speak on behalf of God; we can--and should--go 
directly to God and speak to Him face to face, as a son or 
daughter would with their earthly father.  

 
God Speaks to Us Directly 

 
We should be asking ourselves “What is the purpose for the 
prophet in our day? Should we seek the words of prophets?”  
 
There are many ways that God communicates with us. Let’s first 
examine the ministry of the modern prophet.  
 
When a true prophet of God speaks today, he is indeed being 
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used by God to send a message to us and the Body of Christ, but 
the prophet does not speak any new messages. He only speaks 
in terms of confirmation of what the Holy Spirit has already 
spoken!  

 
...so that every word may be confirmed and 
upheld by the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
(Matthew 18:16 amp) 

 
The ministry of the prophets works like this: first, God speaks to 
our hearts. Secondly, God may send a prophet to confirm or 
verify what is already in your heart. 
 

...how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach, unless they are sent? 
(Romans 10:14,15) 

 
God knows how to speak to us. I have seen many people’s lives 
destroyed who said they “heard from God” concerning their life. 
When I was a new Christian, a young lady in our church said 
she heard from God that we were to be married by the end of the 
year (it was September!). She carried my picture in her Bible 
and I recall thinking, “This must be a sign from the Lord, there’s 
my picture in her Bible.”  The young lady also shared with me 
that the Lord confirmed the actual colors of our wedding 
ceremony! I began to get nervous. Was the Lord sending me a 
message that I would be married soon? 
 
I recall, as a baby Christian, being frustrated with God and 
praying, “Lord, why didn’t you let me in on this marriage stuff. 
I don’t even like this girl!” Thankfully, I found a scripture that 
read:   

 
Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in 
the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 
(Proverbs 11:14)  
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I sought out a good friend who had been a counselor in our 
church and asked him what he thought about my situation. He 
asked me what God had said to my heart concerning this young 
lady. I said, “absolutely nothing.”  The counselor said, then 
that is exactly what I should do, absolutely nothing! 
 
If we haven’t heard from God concerning a situation in our 
lives, the safest thing is to wait on the Lord. Many people are 
living a miserable existence because they were impatient and 
failed to listen to God regarding their lives. We marry the wrong 
person, we take the wrong job, we attend the wrong church, we 
make bad investments, we make the wrong decision--all because 
we failed to hear from God. 
 

The wise also will hear and increase in learning, 
and the person of understanding will acquire skill 
and attain to sound counsel [so that he may be able 
to steer his course rightly].  (Proverbs 1:5 amp) 

 
Essentials to Daily Hearing 

 
The only way to truly get to know someone is by spending time 
with them. I know my wife intimately because of the time I have 
invested in our relationship. After a long dating relationship and 
six years of marriage, I understand specific things about her that 
other people may not. I know what makes her happy and 
enthusiastic. I know how to put a smile on her face and what 
makes her laugh. I know her favorite ice cream, her favorite 
color, and her favorite place to shop. I also understand the areas 
of her vulnerability and what makes her sad. Because of the love 
and trust established over the years, there are certain situations 
and secrets that only my wife and I share. That’s the way it 
should be. 
 
Also, because of the time spent with my beautiful wife, if I were 
in a crowd of a million screaming people, but heard her sweet 
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voice cry out, “Honey, where are you?” I would come running!  
I would recognize her voice anywhere. My heart is in tune with 
her voice. 
 
Accordingly, in order to keep my great relationship with my 
wife intact and fresh, there’s a certain conduct I must follow. I 
can’t just live anyway I desire. I cannot afford to ignore her 
needs and desires and flirt with other women (not if I want to 
live!). I cannot neglect my responsibility to provide a home and 
shield her from evil things. I must constantly and consistently 
ensure that she is happy and pleased with my conduct. I must 
become sensitive to know when she is unhappy, then be 
prepared to do something about it to rectify the situation. Our 
attitudes in a marital relationship should be to please our spouse 
and do the necessary things to keep our marriage alive. 
 
It’s the same with our relationship with God. Through other 
people’s sermons and reading books about God, most of us 
think we know the heart of God. But unless we have made the 
time investment and personally experienced God for ourselves, 
we really don’t know Him, we only know about Him. We have 
to walk with God and become conscious of His presence around 
us every second of the day. We must strive to please God at all 
costs. That means finding out what pleases Him and searching 
for things that He dislikes. This only comes through a study of 
the Scriptures. Then we must conduct our lives according to His 
Word. 
 
There is no way around it. To be in a constant position to hear 
from God, the following are some essential things that as 
Christians, we must do: 
 
1) Pray daily - We need to make daily contact with God. We 
can talk to Him in our car, in the morning, at night, during 
lunch. God is always there to hear our prayer. We must set some 
time aside each day to express our love and our requests and 
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make intercession to the Father. He will reveal His secrets to us 
when we pray that will be for our ears only. 
 

 
Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always 
ought to pray and not lose heart,  

 (Luke 18:1) 
 
2) Study the Bible daily - The Word of God is what gives 
power to our prayer life. A steady diet of God’s word produces a 
healthy, Spirit-filled life. God will consistently speak to us 
through His Word. But if we don’t know His written Word, we 
won’t know his spoken word. 

 
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.   (2 Timothy 2:15)  

 
3) Live holy daily - To live holy means loving what God loves, 
doing what God does, saying what God says. It also means 
disliking what God dislikes, i.e., sin. To live holy means our 
hearts must be pure towards God and people. Our conduct, 
lifestyles, conversation, dress, and appearance must be pleasing 
to our Creator. 
 

For I am the Lord your God. You shall therefore 
sanctify yourselves, and you  shall be holy; for I 
am holy... (Leviticus 11:44) 

 
As a result of consistently implementing the above on a daily 
basis, God will use His word that we obtained from our study to 
speak to us. Once the sin problems are overcome by making the 
decision to say “no” to temptation, God will have an avenue in 
which to speak to our life. If sin creeps into our life, we must 
repent quickly to keep the flow of His word active in our life. 
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We cannot go any farther in this book until we take care of the 
above items in our personal life and ministry. If we make a 
decision to pray, study, and live holy every day,  God can use 
us in a mighty way! 
 

How to Determine If God Has Spoken to You 
 
What do you believe God has spoken to you? Write in the space 
provided what you believe the Lord has spoken in the past, then 
to read the six ways to determine if it was indeed the voice of 
God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following are six questions you can ask yourself to determine if 
it was the Lord that spoke to you. If you can answer “yes” to all 
six questions, then it is safe to say you have heard from God.  
If you answer “no” to any of the six, then you need to continue 
to seek the Lord.  Keep these questions handy and memorize 
them. They will keep you out of trouble. 
 
1) Do the Words You Heard Require Faith? 

 
When God tells you to do something, it is for His purpose and 
pleasure. So how do you please God? He makes it clear in 
Hebrews 11:6: 

 
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. 
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Since the only way to please God is by faith, and the Bible says 
that “anything that is done without faith is sin,” wouldn’t it be 
safe to conclude that all duties conducted for God should be 
performed by faith? If the task is not carried out by faith, God 
doesn’t accept it. 
 
Let’s define what faith is. Consider what Hebrews 11:1 
declares: 
 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,  
the evidence of things not seen. 

 
I like how the Amplified Version of the Bible reads: 
 

Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the 
title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the 
proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction 
of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what 
is not revealed to the senses]. 

 
Faith is our confidence of what God said we can have is true. If 
God said we are saved, then we have assurance that we are 
saved. If God said all of our needs are met, it doesn’t matter the 
balance of our checkbook; all of our needs are met. Scriptural 
faith says, “I trust God regardless of how I feel or what is 
happening around me.”  If God said it, it’s true. 
 
There are different kinds of faith: natural or human faith and 
scriptural faith. Everyone, saved and unsaved alike, has natural, 
human faith. For example, we have faith that when we sit down 
on a chair it will support our weight. Hebrew 11:1 is not 
referring to that type of faith; rather, it is referring to a faith that 
believes with the heart in spite of what the physical senses or 
circumstances may dictate. 
 
To develop faith, we must first make the decision that God’s 
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Word is true and we believe His word above anything else. The 
Bible is God-inspired, God-breathed, and God-indwelt. In order 
for us to possess strong faith, we must be persuaded that the 
Bible is true and relevant. It is the foundation for all believers.  
Faith says that we trust God so much that we are willing to put 
His word into action. 
 
I will never forget how God dealt with me when I approached 
Him relative to buying our first house. My wife and I didn’t 
have much money at that time and it seemed the only way we 
were going to buy a house was by winning the lottery. We knew 
that wasn’t God’s will, so we began to seek God and He led us 
to the following scripture:  
 

Through wisdom a house is built, and by 
understanding it is established. (Proverbs 24:3) 

 
So we prayed about it; however, we didn’t get the answer right 
away. One morning the Lord woke me up at four o’clock and 
told me to go over to the house we wanted. This was in the 
middle of winter, and it was cold, I mean, really cold. The Lord 
told me to run around the vacant house seven times and on the 
seventh time the house would be ours. Admittedly, I thought it 
was heartburn dealing with me, but I remembered how God 
dealt with Joshua at the battle of Jericho.  Since the walls of 
Jericho came tumbling down after Joshua and his army marched 
around the city seven times, God can do the same for the walls 
that were blocking my blessing.  I obeyed.  
 
On the day of closing, we had less than $1,000 in the bank. I 
was very nervous about the deal; after all, I had spent most of 
my life living in apartments. My wife, of course, was steady as a 
rock. She knew we had heard the voice of the Lord. Walking by 
faith and God’s word, we signed the closing papers. At the end 
of the meeting, the closing attorney asked for only $150 and 
handed over the keys. The house was ours! 
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Wherever we see the word “faith” in the Bible, we can 
substitute it with the “Word of God.”  Whatever it is that we 
do, we can do it with the Word of God.  
 
Find several scriptures that support what you said God told you 
to do. If you can’t find it in the Scriptures, more than likely God 
didn’t say it. 
 
2) Do You Need God’s Help to Accomplish the Instructions?  
 
My pastor once said, “If you can accomplish what God has told 
you to do in your own natural ability, it wasn’t God.” God 
consistently gives us tasks for which we need to depend on Him 
for guidance and strength–even we perceive the task as small. 
From the mighty man Moses to the bold prophet Elisha to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, every  man, woman, and child to whom God 
has spoken had to depend on the Father to accomplish the work 
God told them to do. Some succeeded, some failed. No matter 
who we are and how strong emotionally, physically, and 
spiritually we may be, if God tells us to do something, make no 
mistake, we’re going need God’s help. 
 
When the apostle Paul stood before King Agrippa, he said that 
he was not disobedient to the vision that God gave him. How 
did Paul accomplished his vision? 
 

Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this 
day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, 
saying no other things than those which the 
prophets and Moses said would come--  

 (Acts 26:22) 
 
It was obvious that Paul needed God’s aid to accomplish the 
vision that the Lord placed in his life.  
 
You may be asking, “But God hasn’t called to me to a 
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world-wide mission. Does that mean I don’t need His 
intervention?”  No, even in the seemingly small things, we 
need God’s help. For example, Jesus taught the disciples in 
Luke 17:4 that if a brother trespasses against you seven times in 
one day, we must forgive him seventy additional times. 
Surprised at this saying, the disciples then responded, “[Lord], 
increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). Translation: Lord, help! 
 
Several years ago, I ran a very successful business. I hired a 
gentleman from our church to design and print new letterheads 
for me. I advised him exactly how I wanted it to look and the 
type of image I wanted to display; I gave specifics on what I 
was looking for. He gave me his price and, although I thought it 
a little high, I agreed. 
 
What I received as a final product wasn’t at all what I wanted or 
expected. I gave the gentleman a serious tongue-lashing and 
asked him to do it over. Of course, he was offended. He said he 
wouldn’t do it over because of the time and expense he already 
spent on the project, and he demanded immediate payment. 
 
For three days, I complained, moaned, and groaned to my wife 
about the lack of quality work in the Body of Christ. After 
acting like a wounded child and a victim of a hate crime, I 
finally went to the Lord and asked Him for His advice. The Lord 
said, “I want you to call that man, ask for his forgiveness and 
pay him his fee.”   
 
I said, “Why me, Lord? He didn’t do his job. He should repent to 
me for doing a sloppy job, and you want me to pay him?” 
 
Feeling that God was asking me to perform an unbearable task,  
I asked Him for His help. In my own human nature I didn’t want 
to apologize and I felt as though I was throwing good money 
down the tubes. 
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I did send him the money, however, and called him on the 
telephone to apologize for my behavior. Two weeks later I met 
with him. At this time, to my surprise, he apologized to me and 
told me that my actions changed his life and he committed to 
serve future clients with quality service. No, he didn’t return the 
money, he didn’t have to. In the next few months, God greatly 
increased my business. I believe this was because I heard from 
Him regarding a difficult situation and I obeyed His voice. 
God knew that you and I would need help to accomplish His 
will. Being the generous God that He is, He sent the Holy Spirit 
to be our Helper in all things. 
 
3) Do the Words You Heard Require Courage? 
 
Obeying God will always require courage, especially in these 
last days. As the world continues to get darker through sins of 
the flesh (lying, cheating, murdering, greed, etc.), it’s going to 
take courage for us to stand up in the midst of all of that and 
declare what God has told us to do.  
 
Hearing and obeying God will never be popular with the world,  
and if we don’t have a backbone of steel to withstand the 
scrutiny and persecution, it will very difficult to receive the 
rewards of obedience. 
 
Before Moses died, he laid his hand upon Joshua to perpetuate 
the leadership of the nation of Israel. As Joshua began his 
leadership, the Lord forewarned him: 
 

Be strong and of good courage... Only be strong 
and very courageous, that you may observe to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that you may prosper 
wherever you go... Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid, 
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nor be dismayed... (Joshua 1:6,7,9, emphasis added). 
 
Joshua’s ears heard God speaking Hebrew. The Hebrew words 
were actually a lot stronger than those translated in English. For 
the word “strong” Joshua heard God say “chazak” (khaw-zak) 
and for courage, Joshua heard “amak” (aw-mats). The words 
“strong” and “courage” are actually translated with the exact 
meaning, which denotes: 
 
· to be alert 
· to be steadfastly minded 
· to be established without hesitation 
· to fortify  
· to harden 
· to prevail 
· to strengthen yourself 
· to be tenacious, determined, bold 
· to be undaunted and confident 
· to be unafraid 
 
God told Joshua specifically to be all of those things listed 
above if he was to be as successful as Moses was at leading the 
people. God can’t use a weakback, sissy, chicken, scary, shy, 
fearful, anxious, fainthearted Christian who is afraid to obey. If 
we are constantly concerned what people think about us, we will 
live a defeated life. But if we stand up to the challenges in the 
midst of persecution and believe that God will deliver us no 
matter what happens, then God can use us. 
 
I am reminded of a television program called “Real Stories” 
about regular people who videotape incredible events. In one 
particular segment a gentlemen was videotaping a burning 
house. Flames were dashing out of every window and the roof 
was on the brink of crashing in. All of a sudden a woman 
entered the scene screaming, “My baby is in that house”. She 
broke through the police line and dashed past the firefighters 
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towards the house. Fearing for her life, frightened onlookers 
yelled at her to stop. Other people cried as they watched in sheer 
amazement.  
The woman ran into the house, picked up her baby girl, and ran 
out the back door. As her feet touched the bottom step of the 
back porch, the roof caved in. She saved her child and herself. 
 
I am sure while the woman was running towards the burning 
house, her brain was in an emotional panic: “This is crazy. You 
could die! Don’t do this. You could regret this. People are going 
to call you stupid.”   But her heart overrode her brain as she 
realized, “If I don’t rescue my baby, she will die.” 
 
Courage is to do what’s in your heart regardless of what’s in 
your head. It is an asset that is missing in the Body of Christ 
today. It has nothing to do with a lack of faith or belief, because 
many people have faith in God and believe in His Word. What 
prevents them from becoming great in the Body of Christ is a 
lack of courage. Every man and woman in the Bible that God 
gave instructions to had to be strong and operate in courage. 
Obeying the will of God always costs something.  
 
Let’s examine where a lack of courage will take us. During the 
Lord’s supper, Jesus forewarned His twelve disciples that they 
would endure great persecution and possible death for following 
Him. Then He foretold that one of them would deny Him three 
times. But the bold and undaunted Peter stood up in the midst of 
them and said: 
 

Though they all are offended and stumble and fall 
away because of You [and distrust and desert 
You], I will never do so... Even if I must die with 
You, I will not deny or disown You! And all the 
disciples said the same thing. (Matthew 26:33,35 
amp). 
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But Jesus knew that the same man who displayed boldness 
behind closed doors would actually be the one to deny Him in 
public.  
 
Jesus knows what’s in our hearts. He knows if cowardice is in 
our heart and He knows if courage is in our heart. He also 
knows how we will respond in every situation. 
Although Peter confessed to Jesus that he was willing to die for 
his Leader, the disciple, understandably, didn’t really want to 
die. When we confess our faith before the world, there will 
come a time when we will be tested to prove if we are really 
made up of the stuff we say we are. Peter had his opportunity. 
 
When the soldiers and Pharisees took Jesus into custody to try 
Him for treason, they beat, slapped, spat, and mocked Him. 
Peter followed the crazed mob and stood outside in the 
courtyard, waiting. But someone recognized him as being a 
follower of Jesus and demanded that he also be tried. Peter, 
because he didn’t want to be in the same awful situation that 
Jesus was in, denied his Lord--not once but three times. In his 
last denial, the Bible says,  Peter cursed just to prove that he 
was not with Jesus. 
Was Peter operating in a lack of belief? No, because he still 
believed that Jesus was the Son of God. He was operating from 
a lack of courage. In the face of great pressure and possible 
death, he did not stand up for what he believed.  
 
In these last days, we will need great courage to obey the voice 
of God. 
 
4)  Do the Words You Heard Go Against Natural 
Rationalization and Reasoning? 
 
Sometimes a thought or idea comes to us and it makes no sense 
at all. The way God does things often goes in the opposite 
direction of the way we would do it. We tell God we need 
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money; He tells us to give money away, cheerfully, and trust 
Him to meet the need. God consistently goes against the grain, 
transcending laws and challenging the status quo. We find in 
His Word that His thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are 
His ways are ways  
This is why we must fight to defeat our own individual thoughts 
and worldly experiences. Because God does it one way before 
doesn’t mean He will do it that way again. He is too big to put 
into a formula or a box. His ways are not our ways. 
 
Hearing from God can be a lonely experience because no else in 
the world may understand what God has deposited inside of us. 
We find hundreds of examples in the Bible where God tells His 
chosen man or woman to do something that went against natural 
rationalization and reasoning. Let me give you a few examples: 
 
· God spoke to Noah to build a huge boat nearly 500 feet 

long and 75 feet high on dry land in the midst of a 
drought. It rained 100 years later. Wouldn’t it have made 
sense to build a large vessel near a massive body of 
water?  

   
  God promised 90-year-old Abram and 75-year-old Sara 

that they will give birth to many children. When the child 
is born, however, God then commands Abram to kill 
him. How can Abram’s seed multiply like the sands of 
the sea if he slays his firstborn son? 

 
· God anoints David, a young shepherd lad, king of Israel. 

How can a boy, whose only experience is herding sheep, 
have the expertise and knowledge to run a nation? 
Surely, someone else would be more qualified! 

 
· God speaks to a starving widow to give her last bit of 

food to the prophet Elijah. She says, “I only have enough 
food for my son and then we will die” (1 Kings 17:12-13). 
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Wouldn’t it make more sense to allow the hungry woman 
and her son to eat the food so they may live? 

 
· God commands Jehoshaphat to lead the army of Israel to 

fight against the armies of Moab and Ambon without 
physical weapons. When the armies showed up on the 
battlefield, God commanded Jehoshaphat to lead praise 
and worship. As the children of Israel praised and 
worshiped God, the armies of Moab and Ambon began 
to fight one another and completely wiped each other 
out. Israel merely began to collect the precious rewards: 
silver and gold. Wouldn’t it have been common sense to 
show up with physical weapons like a real army?  

 
· God called Paul to preach in a place where there was a 

warrant for his arrest and execution. Wouldn’t it have 
been easier for God to call Paul to preach in a city where 
people loved him? 
 

God’s method of operation in each situation was somewhat 
peculiar in nature and perhaps the methods did not make a lot of 
sense to the people involved. In each case, God had an agenda, 
although unorthodox. But where there was obedience, the 
people of God experienced victory and success every time. 
 
What has God spoken to you that seems out of the ordinary? If 
you trust Him and rid yourself of the anxiety, He will show 
Himself strong in your life. 
 
5) Is There Peace in Your Heart? 
 
How many times have we made a decision and then found 
ourselves with no peace in our hearts? Many of the difficulties 
in our lives could have been avoided if we would have listened 
to the small still voice of God called peace.  
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And let the peace of God rule in your hearts... 
(Colossians 3:15) 

 
The Amplified Bible translates the above verse this way: “...let 
the peace...from Christ rule (act as umpire continually) in your 
hearts.” If the Umpire of Peace calls a situation “safe”, then 
proceed. If the Umpire of Peace calls the circumstance “out,” 
then stop. Something is not right; do not move forward. 
Several years ago, a pastor desperately wanted me to enter into a 
business deal with him. He said that he prayed about it and that 
God placed me upon his heart to consummate the deal. The 
proposal looked great. In fact, the numbers looked so good that 
in a matter of a few months we could be rich, very rich. I cared 
about this pastor, enjoyed our fellowships, and would have 
loved to have been his business partner. But I did not have 
peace.  
 
I prayed about it and listened to the Umpire of Peace who called 
the situation “out.”  Thank goodness I obeyed His voice. The 
business went belly up shortly thereafter and I would have lost 
thousands of dollars.  
 
Peace is security in the midst of the storm and confusion. Peace 
is the Holy Spirit’s way of convincing us of the direction we 
should go. Sometimes we may have a “funny” feeling in our 
stomachs about a decision. This feeling  is God speaking to us 
through the person of the Holy Spirit, advising us what to do. If 
we would spend more time listening to His voice,  we would 
stay out of more trouble. 
  
All of us hear from God. We especially hear from God when we 
are about to sin. He shouts in our spirit, “DON’T DO IT! IT’S A 
TRAP! THIS IS NOT MY WILL!”  We have all heard these 
words when we were about to sin. This is the Holy Spirit 
arresting our hearts, trying to turn us in an opposite direction.  
If we find ourselves in the middle of a perplexed situation and  
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become baffled about what to do, we should find a quiet place 
and listen for the voice of peace. If we heed this voice, it will 
always take care of us, even in the midst of turmoil and trouble. 
Peace will lead us to happiness and rebuke confusion and 
ambiguity. When we fail to consult peace, we’re on our own 
because God is not the author of confusion; He’s the author of 
peace. 
 
 
We must be careful not to do something just because we say we 
have peace. Jesus gives us two definitions of peace which I have 
coined godly peace versus worldly peace  
 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives do I give to you. (John 14:27, 
emphasis added) 

 
Difficult questions can be easily solved by listening to the peace 
that Jesus gave us:  Which house or car do I buy? Should I 
accept the job offer? Should I quit my job and go back to 
school? Is it time to build a new church? Which church should I 
attend? 
 
When we do things just because we want to do it or with the 
motive that our flesh desires it, our minds can call our calmness  
“peace.”  We can have a peace in our soul about anything. We 
can have peace about lying or having sex with someone who is 
not our mate or cheating on our taxes. The world does it every 
day. The difference is that the world doesn’t have a Godly 
conscience so they behave ungodly and have peace about their 
actions, but this is not the peace Jesus left you and me. 
 
Remember when Jesus was in the boat with His disciples and 
they were in the middle of a great and terrible storm. The 
situation seemed hopeless; the disciples thought they were going 
to die. The boat began to fill with water, and the Bible says that 
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Jesus was asleep.  What? Asleep? This was not the time for 
sleep! 
 
We’ve all been in similar storms. We may have been so sick we 
felt we were going to die, or perhaps we lost our job and 
couldn’t make our house payment. Maybe our kids were in 
trouble, and Jesus was asleep!  We cry, “Lord, wake up!  I 
need you, now!  Don’t you care that I am going through this 
tough situation?”  The disciples responded the same way: 
 
 “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" 
  (Mark 4:38)  
 
I wondered how Jesus could sleep during this seemingly horrific 
time in the life of the disciples. Then the Lord showed me that, 
even while Jesus was asleep, His love and protection held the 
disciples’ lives safe, much like a father’s arms wrapped around 
his child. They were as safe in the middle of that storm as they 
were in their own beds, the Lord said. He brought to my mind 
that when a man operates in doubt, unbelief, and confusion, that 
man runs the risk of drowning in his own fears. 
 
While the boat was full of water and waves beat against the boat 
with the disciples panicking, Jesus stood up in the midst of the 
storm and declared, “Peace, be still” (Mark 4:39). 
   
I’ve heard many a sermon preached on this scripture. But I 
always came away with the question, Why did Jesus say “peace, 
be still” and not “wind and waves, be still”?  
 
The Lord shared with me that the reason is because God works 
from the inside out, not outside in. If a man has peace in his 
heart, it doesn’t matter what’s going on around him. We can fear 
in our head but have peace in our heart and still fulfill the will of 
God. He can do miraculous things if we would just hold on to 
our peace and not allow anyone to shake us emotionally. 
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I purchased a brand new Volvo several years ago. While driving 
on an Atlanta highway one midweek afternoon, someone hit me 
square in the back of the car causing me to spin around several 
times in the middle of traffic. Miraculously, no one hit me. After 
spinning around on the highway, my car came to a halt several 
feet from the edge of the overpass and ended up in the trees. 
After pausing a few seconds to regain my composure, I climbed 
out of the car unhurt, not one scratch. Later, I discovered the car 
had $18,000 worth of damage; the trunk was literally in my 
back seat. I lifted my hands toward heaven and said, “Thank 
you, Jesus!” 
 
After I climbed out of the car, people ran over to see if I was 
hurt. Police and emergency units rushed to the scene. The first 
person to arrive was the guy that hit me. In a panic he said, “Are 
you O.K., sir?”   
 
The Lord said to me, “Ask him if he is saved.”   
I knew it was the Lord speaking as the devil is not concerned 
about anyone’s salvation. And my flesh wouldn’t tell me that 
because it wanted to cry over what had happened to my car, so it 
had to be the Lord. 
 
I turned to the concerned man and said, “Are you born again? 
Do you know Jesus as your Lord and personal savior?”  
 
Of course, he looked puzzled as I proceeded to minister to him. 
Come to find out, he was living with his girlfriend and had not 
been to church in years but knew that God wanted him to get his 
life right. 
 
After I shared this story during a sermon, a woman asked me, 
“How could you minister the Word like that under such 
distress?” 
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“I didn’t have distress,” I told her. “I had peace.”   
 
“How could you have peace?” she asked, puzzled. “Your car 
was totally damaged and you could have been killed.” 
 
“I had peace,” I replied, “because I had insurance!” 
 
Peace is the insurance that no matter what is going on around us, 
everything will be all right. Peace declares before, during, and 
after the storm that “you are covered and everything is going to 
be all right!”  Peace is the anchor of a person’s soul to sanity. 
When other people in the same situation lose their minds, peace 
takes over and says to us, “Your God is here to see you through. 
Don’t worry about it, God is working things out!”   
 
While other people lie awake at night worrying about their 
problems, we sleep well because God gives us His peace in 
accordance with Philippians 4:7: 

 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus (emphasis added). 

 
There will be times when people can’t understand why we are 
so calm in the midst of confusion (and in some cases we may 
not even understand why we have so much peace). It is because 
of the covenant of peace God made with us in the above verse. 
When God speaks to our hearts to do something out of the 
ordinary, we may have fear in our heads, but God will give us 
peace in our hearts.  
 
If God’s peace is present in our hearts, then it is safe for us to 
step out on what He told us to do. Peace is one thing the devil 
cannot imitate.  
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6) Does It Line Up with Scripture? 
 
Here is an absolute:  God will never speak aside from His 
Word. Everything that He says to you will line up with 
Scripture. It is very difficult for us to hear and understand God’s 
voice if we don’t know and understand His Word.  
 

...and in all your getting get understanding.  
(Proverbs 4:7) 

 
The best way to get to know God is to understand His Word. I 
find it amazing the number of people who say they know God 
intimately and never spend any time studying the Scriptures.  
They understand that to be a Christian is to be Christ-like, but 
they have no idea what “Christ-like” is. Christ is like the Word. 
According to John 1:14, the Word of God was made flesh and 
dwelt among men. His name was Jesus. When we say we are 
Christians, what we are really saying is that we are like the 
Word! 
 
It has been my experience that most people know about Him, 
but really don’t know Him at all. 
 

 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, That 
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
When we spend time reading, studying, and meditating on His 
Word, we are spending time with God and understanding His 
ways, thoughts, and desires. Through God’s words, He teaches, 
corrects, guides, and instructs. Spending time with Him in 
prayer is great, but the word in our heart, coming out of our 
mouth, is what gives power to our prayer life. 
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The Scriptures are the defense mechanism against deception. A 
high school friend asked me to lend him seed money to open a 
liquor store. I said I would if he would show me three scriptures 
in the Bible to support that opening a liquor store was God’s 
will for his life. Of course, he couldn’t find any scriptures to 
support such a ridiculous idea, but out of desperation, he called 
me up and said, “Jesus turned water into wine, right?”   
 
“Nice try,” I said, “but you are twisting the Scriptures to suit 
your own purposes.” 
 
 When we hear a voice, the first thing we should do is search 
the Bible for three scriptures  to support what was said. 

...that by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. (Matthew 18:16) 

 
After we find three scriptures (in context) to support what was 
said, then we can feel safe to act.   
From marriage to raising children to money to dating, the Word 
of God deals with every situation in our lives. During a 
counseling session, a young lady shared with me that God told 
her to marry a certain gentlemen she met at work. When I asked 
her if he was born again, she said, “no.”  I told her in that case 
the voice she heard wasn’t God’s, that God would never tell her 
to be joined to an unbeliever. Tearfully, she asked how could I 
say that. I led her to the scripture that says: 
 

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers [do 
not make mismated alliances with them or come 
under a different yoke with them, inconsistent 
with your faith]. For what partnership have right 
living and right standing with God with iniquity 
and lawlessness? Or how can light have 
fellowship with darkness? 
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What harmony can there be between Christ and 
Belial [the devil]? Or what has a believer in 
common with an unbeliever? 
 
What agreement [can there be between] a God 
and idols?”  (2 Corinthians 6:14-16 amp) 

 
I advised her that God would not speak to her contrary to His 
Word. The Lord said in the above passage not to marry (to be 
yoked with or be a partner with) an unbeliever. Many Christians 
today are living miserable lives because they acted contrary to 
what is written in the Bible. If people won’t obey the written 
Word of God (logos), more than likely they won’t obey the 
spoken word of God (rhema).  
 
Without knowing His word, there will always be a question in 
our minds of what is God’s perfect will for our lives. However, 
when we know and understand the Scriptures, we will know in 
the deepest part of our being that it was God who spoke to us 
out of the Word that has been deposited in our heart.  
 
Our wondering will cease, our doublemindedness will 
disappear. We will recognize God’s voice and know His will for 
our lives. 
 

Conclusion 
 
These six questions will guard your heart against deception. If 
you can answer “yes” to each of them, you will know beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that God has spoken to you. 
  

1. Does it require faith? 
 

2. Do you need God’s help to accomplish the instructions? 
 

3. Does it require courage? 
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4. Do the words go against natural reasoning and 

rationalization?  
 

5. Do you have the peace of God? 
 

6. Does it line up with Scripture? 
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Chapter 2 

 

Was That Me? 
 

Getting Out of God’s Way 

 
For years, I endured excruciating pain and suffering due to 
following the voice of my flesh. Squandered years on fleshy 
desires such as drinking alcohol, smoking cigarettes, overeating, 
and fulfilling other lusty urges led to poor health and emotional 
stress. I can recall confessing during those days of ignorance, 
“The devil made me do it!”  
 
It is easy for us to blame the devil for the foolish things we do. 
Much of the sin that we commit, however, has nothing to do 
with the devil. We sin because we want our flesh to feel good. 
 
The “flesh” that the Bible refers to is our physical body and our 
unrenewed mind. Our flesh is extremely selfish; it only wants to 
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do what feels good. Before we accepted Christ, we spent our 
entire life catering to our flesh. Whatever flesh wanted, flesh 
tried to get.  
 
The physical body and the unrenewed mind work together. The 
physical body, by itself, doesn’t have the capability to act on its 
own, it only does what our minds tell it to do. If our minds have 
not been renewed with the Word of God, then our bodies and 
our minds will consistently be out of the will of God. 
 
Everything that feels good isn’t necessarily good for us. That 
sounds like a simple statement, but sadly, many people live their 
entire lives listening and obeying the voice of their flesh. 
Equally as disheartening, most people don’t know any better 
because the flesh is the only voice they recognize. 
 
Our flesh has a voice and it wants to control us. For example, if 
a person on our job makes us upset and “something” tells us to 
use profanity to show them how we feel, that’s our flesh 
speaking to us. When a voice tells us to have sex with someone 
who is not our mate, that’s our flesh speaking to us. Our flesh 
never considers the consequences; it simply wants to be satisfied 
regardless of the repercussions. Our flesh doesn’t care who it 
hurts, its only concern is for itself.  
 
Our flesh can do nothing for you but get you in trouble. Jesus 
said it like this: 
  

...the flesh conveys no benefit whatever, [there is 
no profit in it]. (John 6:63 AMP)  

 
As Christians, our main objective should be to please our 
heavenly Father, but we will always fall short if we live our 
lives in accordance with our flesh. Roman 8:8 states, “So, then, 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
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The Lord is not speaking of our flesh body in this verse. If He 
were, no one on earth could please Him because we all live in 
bodies made of flesh. He is referring to those people who 
operate in carnality or fleshy thinking and actions. God views 
carnality as a soldier views his enemy. 
 

[That is] because the mind of the flesh [with its 
carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile to God... 
(Romans 8:7 AMP) 

 
If we want to please and obey the One that created us, we must 
seek to stay out of carnality. We cannot hear from God while 
living to satisfy our flesh. 
 
The Works of the Flesh 
 
Galatians, chapter 5, describes in great detail the “works of the 
flesh” versus the works of the Spirit for believers. The works of 
the flesh are major hindrances to hearing from God. If we have 
trouble distinguishing if it is our flesh or the Spirit of God 
speaking to us, we can judge the voice by the following 
scriptures: 
 

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 
heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, 
and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 
as I also told you in time past, that those who 
practice such things will not inherit the kingdom 
of God. (Galatians 5:19-21)  

 
If we hear a voice telling us to do one or all of the things above, 
it either was the devil or our flesh advising us; it definitely 
wasn’t God. As a matter of fact, God says if we are involved in 
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one of the above, we cannot “inherit” or enter into His kingdom. 
So before we move on to what God had to say about the actions 
of the Spirit, let me give a few synonyms regarding the above 
list so we will have complete comprehension of what God calls 
the “works of the flesh”: 
  
 
 
 Adultery - Having sex with someone’s else spouse or a 

spouse having sex with a single person 
 
 Fornication -Having sex outside the realm of marriage 
 
 Uncleanness - Filthy thoughts, unsavory actions  
 
 Lasciviousness - Having no restraints, i.e., addiction, lust 
 
 Idolatry - Anything that comes before God in our life 
 
 Witchcraft - Twisting the truth of God into a lie, 

wickedness 
 
 Hatred - To hotly despise and detest an individual or 

situation 
 
 Variance - Selfish ambitions 
 
 Emulations - Competitive jealousies 
 
 Wrath - Uncontrolled anger 
 
 Strife - Discord, causing turmoil 
 
 Seditions - Dissensions, disharmony 
 
 Heresies - Lies 
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 Envyings - Resentment, rivalry  
 
 Revellings - Wild parties, drunkenness, carousing 
 
When we obey our flesh, we will eventually end up in one or 
more of the above categories and, as a result, we will not enter 
into the kingdom of God or hear from heaven.  
How do we avoid the traps of the flesh? Look at Galatians 5:16: 
 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.   

 
Walk in the Spirit and Overcome the Flesh 

Thank God that Paul didn’t stop in verse 21 or we wouldn’t 
know how to live our lives and please God. He goes on in the 
next three verses to show us how to walk in the spirit and 
overcome the flesh: 

 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance; against such there is no 
law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. (Galatians 5:22-24) 

 
Actually the fruit of the Spirit is the character of Jesus Christ. 
We know that Jesus communicated with God every day of His 
life. That is why He was so successful at accomplishing what 
the Father instructed Him to do. Jesus pleased God by reading 
the Scriptures and obeying His Father’s voice. 
 
We must stop the flesh from running our lives and allow our 
inner man to run the show. Paul said, “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live” (Galatians 2:20). The flesh must be 
crucified so that the God of our heart can shine through.  
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How do we know when we have “crucified” our flesh to the will 
of God as did Paul? Because we will see noticeable fruit in our 
life. What should we see in every Christian’s life? 
 
 
 
 
1) The Fruit of Love 
 
 This is the very heartbeat of God Himself. To develop a 
loving relationship with others, to love the people that are not 
easy to love, we must cultivate an intimate, loving  relationship 
with the Father. The Bible says, “God is love.” Unless we know 
God, it is impossible to know God’s kind of love which 
conquers all things. 
 
2) The Fruit of Joy 
 
 Joy is not based on how we feel or if we wear a smile on 
our face. Joy is bestowed by God and resides in our heart. Joy is 
the power to overcome anything. Although we may feel bad at 
times because of certain events in our lives, joy strengthens us 
because we know that God’s provision and deliverance will be 
at hand. “The joy of the Lord is [our] strength” (Nehemiah 8:10)! 
 
3) The Fruit of Peace 
 
 God places peace in the hearts of His people to prevent 
them from being troubled in their minds. Peace is the state of 
security and the assurance that God is in control. Peace is an 
insurance policy in the middle of a hard time. Even when we 
can’t understand our circumstances, we can still have peace 
because we know God will work it out. Once peace has been 
mastered in our life, no one will be able to dictate our emotions 
or our life. 



 

52 
 

 
4) The Fruit of Long-suffering 
 
 The word long-suffering means to suffer long; to gird  
up under pressure, persecution, distress, and trouble. When 
long-suffering is active in our life, we are steadfast and patient, 
consistently and constantly the same, no matter what happens. 
 
5) The Fruits of Gentleness and Goodness 
 
 Gentleness or kindness is described as “a kindly 
disposition towards others,” whereas goodness is defined as “a 
kind act towards others.” As Christians, we should be kind to 
everyone, regardless of their race, creed, color, education, or 
religion. Kindness is the very nature of God, always giving and 
sharing with everyone who will receive. 
 
6) The Fruit of Faith or Faithfulness 
 
 The best translation of the Greek word rendered “faith” 
in the King James Version is actually the word “faithfulness.” A 
faithful person in God’s eyes is one who is dependable and 
reliable to His word. A faithful man or woman is trustful and 
trustworthy. Can God trust us to be faithful over the things He 
has spoken to us? 
 
7) The Fruit of Meekness 
 Most people take the word “meekness” to mean 
“weakness.” Not so! The person who is meek has  humbled 
himself under the lordship of Jesus Christ. Meekness enables 
believers to remain teachable, no matter how much knowledge 
or status they obtain. A weak person is someone with no 
backbone, while a meek person possesses strength. 
 
8) The Fruit of Temperance 
 The Greek word for temperance egkrateria  
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(eng-krat-i-ah) literally means “self-controlled” and “continent.”  
Temperance aids Christians to overcome all sin and vain 
actions. This powerful fruit, when exercised, will enable a drunk 
to stop drinking, an addict to quit smoking or inhaling or 
“shooting up.” It doesn’t matter how strong the seduction or 
addiction may seem, we can stop ourselves from wrongdoing 
simply by cultivating the fruit of temperance.  
 
The world will know that we have overcome fleshly desires and 
carnal thinking by the abundance of fruit in our life. 
Overcoming the flesh means we are spiritual. 
 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

 
Righteous Priorities 

Now that we are walking in the character of Jesus, let’s ensure 
that we have the right priorities. Many people don’t hear from 
heaven because they do not have their priorities in order. Judas, 
the traitor, loved Jesus, but he had wrong priorities.  Prestige, 
status, and money obviously were more important to him than 
his love for the Lord. Those priorities ultimately led him to 
unwise and fatal decisions.  
 
Wrong priorities will not only lead us to wrong decisions, but 
they will also create fleshy thinking in our life and prevent our 
heart from hearing from God. 
 
What takes preeminence in our life? Our career, money, status? 
Do we truly love God more than material wealth? Does our 
spouse come before God? What about our job? 
 
To develop a sound relationship with the Lord, our priorities 
must be correct. I know many Christians who constantly fail 
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because their priorities are in the wrong order. Worldly-minded 
people and carnal Christians living in accordance with their 
flesh have wrong priorities. Consequently, they live confused, 
mixed- up lives with no hope or God on their side. Regardless of 
their social status, the size of their house or bank account, wrong 
priorities leads to a defeated, unfulfilled life for them. People 
with wrong priorities will ultimately lose everything they have 
and self-destruction is just a matter of time. 
Many people in the world live according to the following 
priorities: 
 
Priority #1 - self   
Priority #2 - job, career  
Priority #3 -  money 
Priority #4 - children 
Priority #5 - family 
Priority #6 - spouse 
Priority #7 - friends, associates 
Priority #8 - church attendance 
Priority #9 - God 
 
Notice the first three priorities for carnal people are themselves, 
their job, and their money. God is shamefully at the bottom of 
the list. That is the way many people live their lives:  
themselves first, God last.  
 
My first two years of college were spent partying, socializing, 
and drinking, with not much time for study. Although I 
graduated in four years, I could have been much further along in 
my studies and graduated earlier if I only had set the right 
priorities.  
 
Right priorities will help us make wise decisions. Wrong 
priorities will lead to bad decisions. When we consider some of 
the mistakes we have made in our lives, we should ask ourselves 
if our priorities were in the right place? 
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To erase carnality in our life, what should our priorities be as 
people of God? For successful Christian living, I recommend 
the following: 
 
PRIORITY #1 
 
God (prayer, study) 
 
What should be first in our life? God! Notice that I did not write 
“church” at the top of the list; I wrote God. Our relationship 
with God should be the most important thing in our life, bar 
none!  Daily communion and fellowship in His Word, personal 
quiet time meditating on His goodness, time of confessing His 
scriptures and making supplications. When we pray in 
accordance with His Word, He has promised to hear: 
 

Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us. And if we know that He hears us, 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we have asked of Him. (1 John 
5:14-15) 

 
We should practice His presence every day, and not allow 
anyone or anything to come between the bond that God has 
established with us; it’s too important to our future. Every 
decision should be centered around our relationship with God.  
Every successful person in the Bible had God as numero uno in 
their lives. We can also be successful with God at the head of 
our life. 
 
PRIORITY #2 
 
Spouse (if married) 
 
Notice that our spouse does not come before God, but we do 
have a responsibility to God to take care of our husband or wife, 
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even before our children or our parents. We all know divorced 
couples who fight over the children.  Of course, our children 
have needs and desires, but we fell in love with our spouse 
before we met our children. Without our spouse, the family unit, 
as God intended, falls apart. Our children must understand the 
rank in the house: they are the children and we are the authority. 
The roles never switch. I recommend preparing the spouse’s 
dinner plate before the children’s; this shows reverence and 
honor. Our spouse’s needs also come before those of our 
parents.  
 
When we have problems in our marriage, we should work it out 
ourselves before calling a relative or friend. God instructs 
husbands that their prayers will be hindered when things are not 
right in their marriages: 
 

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with 
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life, that your prayers may not be 
hindered.  (1 Peter 3:7, emphasis added) 

 
There is a blood covenant between a husband and wife. The 
only person who should come between them is God and His 
Holy Spirit, not the children, parents or friends. 
 
PRIORITY #3 
 
Self (spiritual, physical, emotional) 
 
If we are unable to take of ourselves, we will not have the 
ability to take care of anyone else.  
 
I travel weekly, speaking at seminars, attending conferences, 
and so on. I travel so much that the flight attendants know me 
by name!  During the safety presentation on a flight to Miami 



 

57 
 

(which I usually never listen to), I took note that the attendant 
advised if an accident occurred and the cabin filled with smoke, 
the passengers should place their air mask on their faces first, 
then assist their child with their mask. I asked the Lord why this 
was, and He replied, “If you are not saved, how can you save 
anyone else!” “Thank You, Lord,” I said. “That makes sense to 
me.” 
 
It is sometimes difficult to keep ourselves free from stress and 
emotional burdens, but we have to. It may be an arduous task to 
keep our belly from hanging over our belt and to stay in good 
physical health, but we have to. Whatever we have to do to 
maintain our health, we must do it. We may have to put down 
the Twinkies and sweet potato pies (I know it’s tough) to look 
and feel our best. We cannot complete the will of God for our 
life when we are not taking care of ourselves. 
 

For no man ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and carefully protects and cherishes it, 
as Christ does the church.(Ephesians 5:29 AMP) 

 
PRIORITY #4 
 
Children 
 
The Bible says that children are gifts from the Lord. If we have 
children from a previous marriage or adopted children, we 
cannot neglect our responsibility to nurture and care for these 
kids. Most children want only one thing from their parents: 
t-i-m-e, time. Raising children costs us something, but the 
sacrifices made today will pay off in the future. Disciplining, 
training, guiding, and instructing is a big part of raising children. 
As parents, it’s our job to take the time to properly raise our 
children; it’s not the job of  the school teacher, day care, youth 
ministry, or even the church. Let’s not allow money, ministry, 
or outside interests to come before our children. They are 
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important to God: 
 

Allow the little ones to come to Me, and do not 
forbid or restrain or hinder them, for of such [as 
these] is the kingdom of heaven composed. 
(Matthew 19:14 AMP) 

 
Why did God choose Abraham to share His covenant that would 
eventually impact the entire religious community? It was 
because He knew that Abraham would teach the covenant to his 
children and his children’s children. Teaching our children the 
ways of Christ is our covenant duty.  
  
 
PRIORITY #5 
 
Employment, Job, Career 
 
If you ask the majority of Americans what they are, they will 
usually tell you what they do.  
 
I asked a gentlemen once, “So what are you?” 
 
He replied, “I am an attorney.” 
 
Notice I asked what he was; he gave me his profession. 
 
If someone asks us, “What are you?” how would we respond? 
Would we say we are an accountant, a bus driver, a medical 
doctor, a dentist? Are we not men or women of God first? Are 
we not Christians before we are salespeople, teachers, and so 
on? Our response to the above question tells us where our 
priorities lie. Although our job pays our salary, it is not our 
source. God is our source. Yes, we must work a job but that job 
is not who we are. Our calling is who we are, and we are what 
God calls us. 
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God understands our need to be career-oriented. Second 
Thessalonians 3:10 states, “...if any would not work, neither 
should he eat.” But work should not come before our 
relationship with God, our immediate family, or our physical, 
emotional, and spiritual health.  
 
PRIORITY #6 
 
Church, Ministry Duties 
 
Everyone should be spiritually employed and a tither. To be 
spiritually employed means we are connected to a local church 
and active in one of its ministries. It may be in the choir, parking 
lot ministry,  usher board, lawn care ministry; it doesn’t matter. 
We should discern where God wants us to be and serve with all 
our heart in that area. I met my wife in the midst of serving the 
Lord. By being active in the church, I met faithful friends, 
business partners, and the producer of my television program. 
While we are serving God, God will serve us by meeting our 
needs. 
 
Tithing is also a large part of our service to God. He asks you and 
me a poignant question in Malachi 3:8: 
 

“Will a man rob God?  
Yet you have robbed Me!  
But you say,  
‘In what way have we robbed You?’  

 In tithes and offerings.” 
 
Just like we do not want our homes to be invaded by thieves, 
God also will not have fellowship with thieves. If we do not 
tithe our finances to God, He considers us a robber. 
 
A tither is someone who consistently gives 10 percent of their 
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financial increase to the ministry or church where God directs 
them. If we make $100 a week, for example, we should give $10 
to the Lord. We can then ask the Lord what He wants us to do 
with the remaining 90 percent. Additional giving over the 10 
percent is an offering. We don’t have to pray about the tithe 
because we already know that amount–10 percent of our 
income. 
 

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,  
That there may be food in My house,  
And try Me now in this,”  
Says the Lord of hosts,  
If I will not open for you the windows of heaven  
And pour out for you such blessing.  

That there will not be room enough to receive it. 
 (Malachi 3:10) 

Tithing connects us to our covenant of protection and keeps us 
in right relationship with God. (Read all of Malachi chapter 3.) 
 
PRIORITY #7 
 
Extended Family and Friends 
 
This includes our parents, siblings, other relatives,  close 
friends, co-workers, bosses, and associates. Sometimes we, as 
Christians, are not hearing from God simply because we put our 
relationships in the wrong place. For example, our parents or 
anyone else should never come before our spouse or children: 
 

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh. (Genesis 2:24) 

 
When making a tough decision, we usually seek the counsel of 
other people first, then when that fails, we give God a shot. We 
would save much time and effort if we just found a quiet place 
to ask God first what He thought about the situation. His 
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intervention in the beginning can save us a lot of trouble. 
 
I agree with my pastor when he said God will not share the  
throne of our life with anyone or anything. He is a jealous God 
and desires to be number one in our life. That’s why He said in 
Proverbs chapter 3, “In all thy ways acknowledge [me], and [I] 
will direct thy paths [our life]” (v. 6).  
If we follow the above priorities, we will make wise decisions 
and be in a position to hear from God every day of our life. 
 
God is a Spirit, Not Flesh 
 
Now that we have right priorities, let’s study how God deals 
with our flesh when He does speak to us. 
 
When God begins to reveal things to us, He will bypass our 
flesh and our mind and speak directly to our heart. Sometimes in 
witnessing to someone, have you ever felt the words you are 
speaking are not yours? The words flowed out of your heart, 
through your mouths, but they didn’t come from your head or 
study. The words literally came from heaven. Peter had this 
same experience in Matthew 16:13-19. Jesus asked him what 
men were saying about Him and Peter declared:   

  
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (v. 
16)  

 
And Jesus answered in verse 17: 
   

“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven. (emphasis added)  

 
God bypassed Peter’s brain and revealed the answer to his spirit, 
not to his flesh. It was as if the answer came right out of Peter’s 
heart and slipped out of his mouth. That’s called “revelation 
knowledge.” Revelation knowledge comes directly from God, 
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not from our mind or intellect. 
 
To determine how God speaks to us, let’s explore what God is 
like. If we can discern this, then we can become like Him, tune 
into His frequency, and hear from Him when we need to. Jesus 
described God as “a Spirit” (John 4:24), and Luke 24:39 says 
that “a spirit does not have flesh and bones.” 
What is a spirit made of? 
 

“...the words that I speak to you, they are spirit 
and they are life. (John 6:63, emphasis added) 

 
Thus, if God is a spirit and doesn’t have flesh and bones, and the 
words that God speaks are spirit, wouldn’t it be safe for us to 
conclude that God speaks to a man’s spirit, or heart?  
You and I are spirit beings. We don’t have a spirit, we are spirit. 
Man is divided into three parts: spirit, soul, and body. In 
Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let us make man in our image.” We 
established in the above scriptures that God is a spirit. If He is a 
spirit, and He made man like Himself, then man is a spirit. Man 
did not become a living person until Genesis 2:7 when God 
breathed inside a flesh body. He put His spirit in a flesh body 
and provided a soul for man to have the ability to think and have 
emotions. 
 

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 (1 Thessalonians 5:23, emphasis added) 
 
So man is a spirit, he possesses a soul. and lives in a body. 
Because God is a spirit and man is a spirit, God communicates 
through the vehicle of words which are spiritual.  
 

[My] words...are spirit, and they are life  
 (John 6:63) 
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The question, then, is, if God speaks to our hearts but yet we 
hear other voices, how can we distinguish between God’s voice 
and the voice of our flesh?  
 
We may struggle with different voices, especially during the 
offering. If we hear a voice that tells us to put a $1,000 check in 
the plate, I can guarantee that it wasn’t the devil speaking. Satan 
is a thief and is known for stealing. He would never tell us to 
give anything, especially money to the church. Jesus said, “The 
thief [the devil] does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy” (John 10:10). The devil telling us to give anything to 
God, His people, or His church is totally out of the question.  
 
Neither would our flesh tell us to give an amount that was a 
sacrifice, because our flesh is selfish. Our flesh will think of a 
thousand other things to do with the money besides give it to the 
church. Thus, it would be safe to conclude that it was God who 
told us to give, “for God loves a cheerful giver”  
(2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 
Five Ways to Determine If Our Flesh Spoke to Us 

 
1) The words of our flesh bring glory to our flesh 
 
Let’s face it, our flesh loves attention. Our flesh has a voice; it 
speaks to us loud and clear everyday: “Feed me now!” “Let me 
sleep a little while longer.” “One drink of alcohol won’t hurt. 
You’ll feel better.” “Let’s just have a bad attitude today; we 
deserve it.” Sound familiar? 
 
While our physical bodies crave attention, our carnal mind, or  
ego, yearns for attention as well. It wants to be seen and out in 
front. This part of our being seeks to be admired, applauded, and 
recognized for its greatness. But our God is a jealous God, and 
He desires the glory and the credit for our accomplishments 
“that no flesh should glory in His presence” (1 Corinthians 1:29). 
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If we are in the flesh (by this I mean thinking and acting fleshy 
or carnal minded), we will not hear from God. To be in the flesh 
means we are not in the presence in of God. As the above verse 
states, flesh cannot operate in the presence of God. He will not 
allow it.  
 
To be carnally minded is to think, act, and talk like the world. 
This sort of behavior presents itself as an enemy to God: 
 

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, nor, indeed 
can be. (Romans 8:7) 

 
The Scriptures also command us to bring our flesh under 
control. Obeying every whim and desire of our flesh leads to 
sin, and sin, when it is finished, leads to death: 

But I discipline my body and bring it into 
subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should become disqualified. 

 (1 Corinthians 9:27, emphasis added) 
 
To bring our flesh under subjection means to literally enslave it 
to our hearts, and bring it under control. 
 
It is human nature to want to be heard, awarded, and recognized 
for things we achieve and accomplish. But as Christians, our 
main goal in life should be to bring glory to God, not to 
ourselves. God wants the glory in our life. Awards, diplomas, 
trophies, and plaques are nice, but those things will rust and one 
day pass away into a heap of junk. We cannot afford to put our 
trust in earthly honors. Our focus should be to return the honor 
to God as it comes from Him: 
 

“How can you believe, who receive honor from 
one another, and do not seek the honor that 
comes from the only God?" (John 5:44) 
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There is honor that comes from man, but the honor that comes 
from God is the only kind of honor that is everlasting. If we 
receive honor from men, we should ensure that the first words 
out of our mouth are “Glory to God!” 
 
2) The words of our flesh points us to sin 
 
The words of our selfish flesh cannot be trusted. If allowed to, it 
would have us spending our time trying to “feel good.” The 
flesh never considers the consequences of its actions.  
 
If our flesh feels like committing adultery, if it goes unchecked, 
it probably will. That one act of pleasure can lead to the 
destruction of an entire family and jeopardize our eternal life. If 
our flesh feels like cursing someone for cutting us off in traffic, 
if not brought under subjection, it probably will. That one act of 
the flesh will put us in sin. This is the way the world lives, 
without restraints. 
 
Of course, we live in a flesh body, but we should not allow it to 
dominate our lives. Fleshy living will hinder us from hearing 
from God. 

For what the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God did by sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of 
sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 

 
that the righteous requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 
For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but 
to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
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Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed 
can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God.   (Romans 8:3-8, emphasis added) 

 
Just as hearing from the devil, everything our flesh 
communicates to us is bad. When our flesh tries to seduce us to 
perform actions contrary to the Scriptures, God’s Word provides 
a way out: 

Casting down arguments and every high thing 
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all 
disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.  
(2 Corinthians 10:5,6) 

 
When the flesh speaks a nasty thought to our mind, we have the 
ability to make it shut up by combating it with the Word of God. 
Here’s an example of how Christians can cleanse their minds 
from the negative thoughts of the world and tune into the things 
of God: 
 
Thought Cleansing Exercise - Begin to count to ten in your 
mind, when you get to five, shout “Hallelujah”. 
 
Notice, your mind stopped counting while it listened to what 
your mouth had to say. When the flesh tells you to do something 
that is not of God, tell it to shut up by speaking out loud the 
Word of God. If your flesh speaks to you to smoke marijuana, 
open your mouth and tell your brain, “My body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost and I shall not defile God’s temple.”  If you 
practice this for a whole month, I guarantee your negative 
thoughts will become positive. 
 
Now you know how to get rid of “stinking thinking”. 
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3) The words of our flesh seek to satisfy an addiction or 
obsession 
 
I earnestly love sweet potato pie. When my wife cooks these 
pies, I covet them. We always have a lot of people over for 
Thanksgiving, but everyone knows, even the first time visitors, 
that these sweet potato pies are all mine and they can’t have 
any! Sound like greed and covetousness, you say? You bet it is. 
 
One holiday, my beautiful wife Evelyn cooked three sweet 
potato pies. I couldn’t even think straight for meditating on 
those pies. She had just taken the pies out of the oven and set 
them on the counter to cool. A voice said to me, “Quick, eat all 
three pies before someone asks for a piece!” For me this was 
serious business. 
 
Just before I reached for the knife to cut a piece of that 
succulent, sweet smelling pie, I recognized whose voice I heard. 
I realized it couldn’t have been God’s voice because He 
wouldn’t advise me to enter into gluttony. That’s sin. And I 
really couldn’t blame the devil for telling me to eat three pies. 
He didn’t have anything to do it. It was my own selfish lust. 
 
By listening to my flesh, I probably would have gained an 
immediate five pounds and hated myself in the morning. But all 
I could think of at the time was how great my taste buds would 
feel while eating the pies. I found myself in a tough dilemma. 
You may think this is silly, but I needed strength to say “no” to 
those pies and to the spirit of gluttony. My body wasn’t 
concerned about how I would feel in the morning; it wanted to 
feel good now! 
 
Our bodies are created to be trained. Whatever method we 
choose to develop our physical person, it will eventually 
become what we have developed. If we discipline ourselves to 
run five miles a day for 21 days, our bodies will begin to crave 
that particular exercise. The first day we miss running, our body 



 

68 
 

will communicate with us that it wants to run. If we lie around 
on the couch for six hours a day watching television, our bodies 
will be lazy. That is what we have trained them to be. 
 
If we eat a balanced diet every day for a month, our bodies will 
crave vegetables and other good foods. But if we input cigarette 
smoke, drugs, and alcohol for a month, guess what our bodies 
will begin to crave. 
 
There are good additions and poor additions. Praying every 
morning for an hour is a good thing. If we make a decision to 
get up at 5:30 every morning, the first three or four days may be 
a struggle, but if we continue, the struggle will end and our flesh 
will begin to wake up before we do. Whatever we expose our 
flesh to the most, our bodies will develop a tolerance for.  
 
That is why addictions are so hard to break, because our flesh 
does what it is trained to do. If we have a big stomach, it’s 
because we haven’t done any sit-ups. But if we do 75 sit-ups a 
day for a whole month, we will see a noticeable improvement. 
Why? Because training makes a difference, whether it’s good 
training, operating in the things or God, or poor training, 
obeying the fleshly desires. 
 
4) Your heart (spirit) is telling you not to do it 
 
Many times we all have done something that just didn’t feel 
“right” We hear God’s voice the clearest just before we are 
about to make a wrong decision. The Holy Spirit shouts in our 
hearts, “DON’T DO IT! THAT’S NOT MY WILL! IT’S A 
TRAP! TURN RIGHT, DON’T TURN LEFT!” Perhaps  we 
don’t hear those exact words but we do sense the absence of 
peace. The Umpire of Peace is calling the situation “out”. 
Actually, it’s God trying to convince us not to do something.  
 

“And when He has come, He will convict the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
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judgment:" (John 16:8) 
 
We should thank God for the Holy Spirit. When we listen to His 
advice, we cannot go wrong. Although our flesh may provide all 
the reasons why we should do a particular thing, if our heart 
tells us not to do it, we should obey. 
 
As born-again believers, arguing with our heart is like arguing 
with God. God is in us in the form of the Holy Spirit. He has 
been sent to help us avoid bad situations and lead us to great 
abundant life: 
 
“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, 
but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 
things to come." (John 16:13) 
 
God has created our hearts to master the flesh and soul. The 
problem for many of us is that our flesh is running our lives. 
Consequently, we make bad decisions trying to satisfy our flesh 
when we need to seek God for everything concerning our lives. 
God has our best interests at heart, while our flesh only has its 
best interests at heart. 
 
When we put away fleshy thoughts and carnal desires, we will 
begin to hear God’s voice as clearly as if it were our mother 
calling us.  
 
5) The words cause you to sin against a brother or sister in 
the Lord  
 
As I mentioned earlier, the flesh doesn’t care about 
consequences, only satisfaction of its craving. 
 
Also, the flesh doesn’t have the capacity to love. That’s why 
single people have to be careful that when a person says, “I love 
you,” it’s not really their flesh saying, “I lust after you.” The 
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Bible says that God is love. If a person doesn’t know God, he 
doesn’t know love. When we use our bodies in ways to lead 
other brothers  and sisters in the Lord to sin, we transgress the 
commandments of God: 
 

That each one of you should know how to possess 
(control, manage) his own body in consecration 
(purity, separated from things profane) and 
honor,  
 
Not [to be used] in the passion of lust like the 
heathen, who are ignorant of the true God and 
have no knowledge of His will, 

 
“That no man transgress and overreach his 
brother and defraud him in this matter or 
defraud his brother in business.  For the Lord 
is an avenger in all these things, as we have 
already warned you solemnly and told you 
plainly. For God has not called us to impurity but 
to consecration [to dedicate ourselves to the most 
thorough purity].   

 (1 Thessalonians 4:4-7, AMP, emphasis added ) 
 
In 1 Corinthians 11:29 and 30, Paul writes that many people are 
sick and die early for not properly discerning God’s people. 
Causing another person who is born again to sin is serious 
business with God. 
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In summary: 
 
Right Priorities for People of God: 
 
1) God (prayer, study) 

2) Spouse, if married 

3) Self (physically, spiritually, emotionally) 

4) Children 

5) Employment, Job, Career 

6) Church, Ministry Duties 

7) Extended Family, Friends 

 
Five Ways to Determine Your Flesh Spoke to You: 
 
1) The words bring glory to your flesh 
 
2) The words of your flesh points you to sin 
 
3) The words of your flesh seek to satisfy an addiction or       
obsession 
 
4) Your heart (spirit) is telling you not to do it 
 
5) The words cause you to sin against a brother or sister in the       
Lord. 
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Chapter 3 
 
 

 

WAS THAT THE DEVIL? 
 

Unmasking Deception 
 
 

 
 

Let’s establish right away that the devil is the originator of 
lies. Jesus was blatantly clear when He said: 
 

When he [the devil] speaks a lie, he speaks from  
his own resources; for he [the devil] is a liar, and 
the father of it. (John 8:44, emphasis added)  

 
Jesus revealed that the devil has a mouth and he talks. But Jesus 
also revealed that every time the devil opens his mouth, it is a 
lie. God is the originator of truth; the devil is the originator of 
lies. There is no truth in him. 
 
So how does the devil speak? He will use anything and anyone 
he can to communicate his message to us, to knock us off track 
and away from God’s will for our life. He’ll use family 
members, people on the job, close friends, strangers, false 
prophets, and trusted loved ones.  
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Deception, Seduction, and the Power of Suggestion 
 
The devil speaks “twisted” truth; that is, taking a bit of truth and 
mixing it with a lie. The results of “twisted truth” leads to the 
devil’s three main weapons: deception, seduction, and 
suggestion. 
 
The devil doesn’t want us to know the truth about anything. He 
doesn’t want us to know that God has given us dominion and 
authority over him. He doesn’t want us to know that through the 
blood of Jesus we have a right to success, happiness, and 
prosperity. His objective is to try to deceive us into thinking, 
“You are a failure,” “Nobody loves you,” “You’re ugly,” 
“You’re fat”, “You have no power over your circumstances.” 
These are words of the devil, because none of those things are 
true. If we choose to believe these things, we will never reach 
our potential in God. 
 
Deception is a powerful weapon because it blinds us from the 
truth. When I first came to the Lord at age 22, I heard the devil 
say to me, “There is no such thing as the Holy Spirit because 
you can’t see Him.” Then he said, “You shouldn’t believe the 
Bible, because it was written by men.” The devil will take a 
truth and mix it with lies to deceive Christians. It is true that we 
cannot physically see the Holy Spirit, but Scripture tells us He is 
real; furthermore, we have all kinds of evidence of the Holy 
Spirit’s existence. Secondly, the Bible was indeed physically 
written by men, but only as they were inspired by God to do so. 
The devil’s words also try to seduce us to sin against our body 
and God. He does this through our thinking and thought 
processes. Most of us have experienced a time when we were 
minding our own business and all of a sudden a mean thought 
comes to our mind? We think, “Where did that come from?” If 
it didn’t line up with the Scriptures, it came directly from the 
devil. It’s called the power of suggestion.  
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Here’s how the devil uses the power of suggestion to try to 
deceive us.  Let’s examine how he tricked Adam and Eve out 
of their place in the Garden of Eden. God told Adam, 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;  
“but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16,17, emphasis 
added)  

 
But in Genesis 3, the devil suggested to Eve the exact opposite. 
Notice how skillful he is at telling lies: 
 

 Now the serpent was more cunning than any 
beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, 
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 

  
 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat 
the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 “but of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 

 
Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 
surely die.  “For God knows that in the day you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” (vs. 1-5) 

 
The devil took a bit of truth and corrupted it, thus planting a 
powerful seed in Eve’s mind. She was in a tough dilemma. She 
could have believed and obeyed what God said, or believed and 
followed the suggestion of the devil. As a result of her  
listening to Satan, and then obeying what he said, she and Adam 
both lost everything and lived under a curse.  
 
Listening and obeying the voice of the devil always leads to 
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negative, perhaps fatal, consequences. But obeying the voice of 
God will always lead to rewards. 
 
We can see from the above example the importance of 
distinguishing God’s voice  from Satan’s voice? When we are 
in a pressure situation, we need to better recognize who is 
speaking to us. We can lose everything, including our soul, by 
listening to the wrong voice. It can cost us our life. Jesus 
revealed the ultimate objective of the devil: 
 

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, 
and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 
10:10, emphasis  added) 

 
The voice that we are the most familiar with is the voice we 
spend the most time listening to. 
 

Consider the Source 
 
Following are some of the adjectives the Bible uses to describe  
the enemy: 
 

satan 
the devil 
the tempter 
the accuser of the brethren 

 the adversary 
the angel of the bottomless pit 
Beelzebub 
the god of this world 
old serpent 
the ruler of darkness 
the wicked one 
the thief 
the father of lies 
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I like to refer to satan as “the defeated foe” because Jesus 
defeated his two main partners--death and the grave. All three of 
them were defeated by the shed blood of Jesus on Calvary. Now 
satan is under every believer’s feet and has no power over us! 
 
We must learn to turn a deaf ear to the tempter,  even if he is 
quoting the Word of God. Consider Jesus when He was tempted 
in the wilderness for 40 days and 40 nights and  was very 
hungry: 
 

Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If 
You are the Son of God, command that these stones 
become bread.” (Matthew 4:3)  

 
The devil will speak to us at times when we are at our weakest, 
and what he says to us might seem like the right thing to do, but 
it will definitely not be the righteous thing to do. It would have 
seemed “right” for Jesus to turn the stones into bread because 
He was hungry. But because God didn’t tell Him to do it, it 
wasn’t the righteous thing to do. How do we know? Let’s keep 
reading in Matthew 4 and note Jesus’ response: 
 

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” (Matthew 
4:4) 

 
Jesus, knowing the word of God, used the exact words that God 
spoke in the Old Testament to the children of Israel (see  
Deuteronomy 8:3). He had full confidence that God did not 
want Him to turn the stones into bread. That wasn’t His Father’s 
way. But if Jesus had not known the Word of God, He could 
have been tricked by the devil and would have yielded to the 
temptation. Let’s keep reading and notice what Satan is saying 
to Jesus: 
 

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set 
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Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to 
Him,  
 
“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. 
For it is written:‘He shall give His angels charge 
over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you 
up,  Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ”  

 (Matthew 4:5,6) 
 
The devil is actually using God’s word found in Psalm 91:11 
and 12 to deceive Jesus. Although Jesus heard the Word of God 
coming from the devil, He considered the source of who was 
speaking and immediately dismissed it.  
 
We need to be careful. Just because it sounds like God or looks 
like God, that doesn’t mean it is God. The devil can come to us 
as an angel of light, dressed up in Sunday clothes, speaking the 
Word of God and, unfortunately, even sitting in the pulpit. But 
we are shining the glorious light of the gospel on that fool in this 
book.  
 
Jesus responded by saying: 
 

“It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the 
LORD your God.’ ”(Matthew 4:7) 

 
Again, Jesus, knowing what was written in the Word of God, 
knew that God would not command Him to throw Himself off a 
top of a mountain. That’s not God’s way. 
 
To distinguish between the voice of the devil and the voice of 
God, we must first know what is written. Without having the 
word of God in our hearts, we  will believe anything that 
sounds close to the truth. 
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Exercise: 

 
Consider some of the negative words that the devil has spoken 
to you. To send him packing, let’s do what Jesus did and combat 
the old dog with the Word of God. Write down his words, then 
God’s words from the Bible, then the scripture. For example: 
 
Satan’s Words            God’s Words            
Scripture 
“You’re a failure”    →  ”I’m more than a conqueror”  →   Romans  
8:37 
“No one loves you”  → “God loves me”          →    John 3:16 
“You’re no good”    →   “Great is my peace”        →    Isaiah 54:13 
________________  →___________________        → __________ 
________________  →___________________       → __________ 
________________  →___________________       → __________ 
 
 
The above exercise gives us a clear picture of God’s words 
versus Satan’s. It also differentiates God’s goodness from 
Satan’s evil. We can believe whoever we choose. But we must 
remember, what God has to say is the truth! 
 

God Uses Good To Get Our Attention 
 
If a voice tempts us to commit suicide,  it is not God. If 
profane and wicked thoughts runs through our head, that’s not 
God. If a voice tells us to have sex with someone not our 
spouse, it isn’t God. God will never tell us to do evil, regardless 
of the circumstance. If oppressive thoughts run through our 
head, we can’t  blame God. Why? Because God is good, He 
doesn’t need evil to get our attention.  
 
I heard one preacher say, “God gave me cancer to humble me so 
that He can communicate a message to me!”   
 
I wanted to stand up in the middle of the sermon and say, 
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“Look, Bubba, God is not the one who gave you cancer. He 
doesn’t have cancer to give you.”   
 
God has His prophets, His angels, His Word, and the Holy Spirit 
to get our attention. Why would He want to use the things of the 
devil to communicate with us? He is good, not bad. Why would 
He give us cancer only to heal us? That’s not His style. God 
may allow us to go through certain tough situations, but He is 
not the one who put us there. Our God is a good God. If 
anything, He  is trying to speak to us to give us the answer that 
will get us out of that tough situation. 
 

How to Determine If the Devil is Speaking 
 
Many believers think that the devil has horns, wears a red suit, 
and carries a pitchfork. That couldn’t be further from the truth. 
The devil is crafty, sneaky, and downright dirty, but, as I wrote 
earlier in this chapter, the ugly dog has three shrewd weapons 
that he uses to cause Christians to fall and to keep worldly 
people in sin: deception, seduction and suggestion. 
 
We hear voices all the time, but if we are not sure who is 
speaking, here are four keys to determine if it is the devil: 
 
 
1) Satan’s words lead us to sin against God.  
Satan knows that we understand that sin is wrong, so he will try 
to entice us to sin by presenting seductive sounds, smells, 
pictures, touches, and tastes. Through our five senses, he’ll 
make the sin look inviting, sound wonderful, feel heavenly, 
smell sensuous, and taste divine, then tell us it is all right to 
indulge. 
 
A Christian friend once asked me if I thought God told him to 
watch a pornographic movie in his hotel room to make sure he 
was delivered from lust.  
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I asked him: “Do you believe you are delivered from lust?” 
 
He said, “I think so.” 
“Then why would God need to test you with sin if you are 
already delivered from sin?” I replied. “God doesn’t have to test 
you with lust to check your heart, He already knows what is in 
your heart. Satan is the one tempting you to sin against God.” 

 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted 
by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does He Himself tempt anyone.  But each one is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his own 
desires and enticed. Then, when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 
full-grown, brings forth death. (James 1:13-15) 

 
The devil wants to plant a seed in the ground of our mind so that 
it will grow. Every seed we allow the devil to plant in our life, 
however, will ultimately bring forth destruction, sin, and death. 
If the devil plants a negative seed in our mind, we should pluck 
it up with the power of God’s Word. 
 
Satan loves to present pictures to us of how we used to be before 
we were saved. He’ll pull them out every now and then to get us 
to remember “the good ol’ days.” It’s nothing personal against 
us when Satan leads us to sin. The devil knows that it hurts the 
heart of God when we engage in unscrupulous activity. 
 
When we willingly commit sin, we are being used by Satan to 
attack the things of God. Let’s be sure, instead, that we are 
being used by God to attack the gates of hell. 
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2) His words are seemingly the easy way out 
 
God oftentimes speaks to us to do things that do not make 
natural sense or that go against natural reasoning, but He would 
not tell us to do something against His will. For example, God 
wouldn’t tell us to drive our car into a brick wall to make things 
easier in our life. He would not tell us  to jump off a 25-story 
building so that He can catch us in His hands to prove that He 
loves us. Doing those things would certainly result in death, 
which is the major objective of the devil.  
 
God’s words lead us to health, prosperity, and life; Satan’s 
words lead us to misery, sorrow, and death. The devil speaks 
words of suicide, depression, and doubt.  
 
A lady I once counseled was going through a tough divorce.  “I 
just want to kill myself and end this emotional pain that I am 
experiencing,” she stated. 
 
I asked, “Who is advising you to kill yourself?”   
 
“I believe it is the Lord,” she replied, then asked, “ Do you think 
God is telling me to kill myself in order to end the pain I am 
experiencing?” 
 
“Certainly not!” I said. “Jesus said in John 6:63, ‘The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.’ When Jesus 
speaks to you he speaks words of life and deliverance. God 
would never tell you to kill yourself, no matter how bad the 
situation. He wants to save you and set you free from 
depression. These tormenting voices that you are hearing are 
straight from the pit of hell. Jesus revealed Satan’s agenda for 
our lives versus God’s agenda for our lives in John 10:10 when 
He said ‘The thief cometh not but to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy; I am come that they might have life, and...have it more 
abundantly.’ Satan and his cohorts want you to end your life so 
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that God’s wonderful plan won’t come to pass in your life while 
you are here on earth. 
 
“The seemingly easy way out may be to kill yourself,” I 
continued, “or rob a bank or take your frustration out on 
someone else, but you will only add fuel to the fire. Things will 
get worse. If you will listen when God speaks to you, His words 
will reveal the answer and the solution to your problems.” 
 
The lady took heed to my advice. After several painstaking 
months of marriage counseling with her husband, they are doing 
well raising their beautiful daughter. The last time I spoke with 
her, she told me that God had instructed her to share her 
testimony with other depressed and oppressed women.  
 
God’s way may not be the quickest or the easiest way out of our 
dilemma, but it is the surest way! 
 
3) Satan’s words distorts God’s words 
 
I can’t stress enough the importance of studying and knowing 
God’s word. God’s Word in our hearts serves as a deception 
detector. If we hear some preacher on the radio saying that the 
Holy Spirit passed away with the last apostle, our deception 
detector will sound off, alert us of the heresy, and warn us not to 
listen to his words. 
 
Believe it or not, Satan knows the Bible but he doesn’t have 
revelation knowledge. If he did, he would leave the earth 
because his future on the earth is not very bright.  
 
We witnessed the conversation between Jesus and the devil in 
Matthew 4. We noticed Satan using God’s Word to entice Jesus 
to obey him. But because Jesus knew the Word and had 
revelation knowledge, the deception detector in His heart 
warned Him not to obey. If Jesus had not known the Word for 
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Himself, where would we be today? 
 
4) We can accomplish the instructions without God’s 
help 
 
Satan never tells us to do something that requires God’s help. If 
we can accomplish the vision in our own natural ability, it 
probably wasn’t God that gave us the vision. God constantly 
gives us assignments which require us to depend on Him for the 
resources to do what He asked us to do.   
 
Satan, however, wants us to conjure up things in the flesh, 
operate in darkness, and remain carnal. But in the Spirit is where 
our victory resides; in the flesh is where failure resides. Satan 
knows that depending upon God for everything in our life will 
cause heaven’s resources to shower our lives and that makes 
him very angry. 
 
 

The Difference Between the Voice of the Devil’s  
and the Voice of Our Flesh 

 
It is safe to say that listening to either of these voices is bad for 
us. They both lead us down the wrong path. The devil’s voice 
will always be a lie, and deceptive. Satan will always tell us to 
do something that goes directly against the word of God, simply 
because there is no truth in him and God’s word is truth. 
 
The voice of our flesh may be a little tricky because it may tell 
us to do things that could “possibly” line up with God’s Word, 
such as, “Start a church in Atlanta,” or “Give your car away.” 
These things aren’t sinful. But God may not have said to do it 
and, as a result, we still end up in trouble.  
 
We know the devil’s motivation is destruction. But if our flesh 
says, “Give your car away,” we should ask ourselves why it 
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would say this? To determine why our flesh would say such a 
thing, we can ask ourselves, What is the motivation behind the 
giving? Is it for bragging rights to tell other people what we did? 
Is it a lack of wisdom, not understanding that we will no longer 
have transportation to work or church? Is it anxiousness to be a 
blessing without seeking God first?  
 
If we hear something and we are not sure if it is our flesh 
speaking, it’s best to filter it through the steps given in chapter 
2. The devil’s voice can easily be filtered through the word of 
God and the “Four Ways to Determine If the Devil Spoke To 
You”. 
 
 

God’s Desire for You 
 
It has always been the perfect will of God for you and me to 
clearly hear His voice, not the voice of the enemy or the voice 
of our flesh: 
 

 “Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that 
He might instruct you; on earth He showed you 
His great fire, and you heard His words out of the 
midst of the fire.  

 (Deuteronomy 4:36) 
 
We were made to hear from God concerning every situation in 
our lives. And our gracious Father promised to hear us when we 
ask for the things we desire: 
 

... if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us.  (1 John 5:14) 

 
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me. (John 10:27) 

 
Get ready to hear from God! 
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Chapter 4 

 
A Heart To Hear 

 
Five Ways to Better Hearing 

 
 
 

My uncle and aunt live several hundred feet from a train 
track. Several years ago, while having breakfast in their home, a 
loud, blaring train passed through. The thunderous sound 
frightened me. After it faded,  I asked them if the train ever 
bothered them. To my surprise they said, “What train?” They 
heard the train, but their eardrums were so accustomed to the 
sound that they chose to tune it out. 
 
How many times have we heard from God but chose not to 
listen? Our hearts knew the right thing to do, but we did the 
opposite. 
 
An Ohio University report states that the average adult spends 
about 70 percent of his or her waking hours communicating in 
some form. During that time, 9 percent is spent writing, 16 
percent reading, 30 percent speaking, and 45 percent listening to 
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other people.  
 
If we spend 70 percent of our waking hours communicating in 
some form, why do most Christians find it difficult to 
communicate with God? Why aren’t more of us hearing from 
Him? Here’s why: God, the Father, who lives in heaven, 
constantly communicates to the Holy Spirit concerning the 
answers to our situations. Then the Holy Spirit, who resides 
inside of our born- again spirit, speaks to us. John 16:13 says: 
   

...whatsoever He [the Holy Spirit] hears [from 
God], He will speak [to you]; and he will tell you 
things to come [future events]. 

 
God constantly speaks to us concerning our situations; therefore, 
we do hear from Him,  but we either don’t like or understand 
what God is saying, therefore, we choose to turn Him out.  
 
At times it can be difficult to listen. It requires energy, focus, 
and discipline. Our ability to actively listen is determined by 
two factors: how much we care about the speaker and how much 
we care about his message.  
 
Our attitude towards the speaker determines how motivated we 
are to listen. If we care enough about him and what he has to 
say, we will make the mental and emotional adjustment 
necessary to keep our minds clear of distractions. This takes a 
tremendous amount of emotional effort, but effective listening 
leads to success. 
 
Hearing with our natural ears is a natural activity. But hearing 
natural sounds is passive and involuntary. Anyone with healthy 
hearing can do it without effort or training. With God, however, 
most us need training to listen with our hearts, which is where 
God primarily speaks to us. It starts with “holy living.” Without 
holy living, we will miss God every day, every time. 
Holy Living 



I’ve!Heard!from!God,!Now!What!
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Almighty God has standards by which we are to conduct every 
area of our lives--the way we handle our finances, the way we 
raise our children, our conduct in marriages and relationships, 
job performances, and so on. His Word deals with every 
situation we could possibly experience. To consistently hear 
from heaven, it is vital that we live in accordance with the 
scriptures. Our God is holy and He requires that you and I live 
holy lives: 
  

Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for 
I am the Lord your God. (Leviticus 20:7, emphasis 
added) 

 
To be holy means thinking like God thinks, speaking words that 
He speaks, acting like He acts. To be holy means to conform our 
life to the ways of Jesus Christ. It means to overcome 
selfishness and rid ourselves of sin. God is serious in His 
attitude towards holiness in our lives:  
 

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
(2 Corinthians 7:1) 

   
For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in 
holiness. (1 Thessalonians 4:7) 

 
At the church where I grew up, if a woman wore make-up or 
dresses that displayed her ankles, she was considered unholy. As 
God sees it, holiness has nothing to do with our outer appearance if 
our heart is not pure. Women can wear all the long dresses their 
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hearts desire and present themselves without make-up, but if they 
live a life of sin, they simply are not holy. Unholy living blocks 
our hearts from the voice of God. 
 
I once counseled a lady from the same type of religious 
background as mine. She wondered why she was not hearing the 
voice of God.  
 
This nice woman was around the age of 40, had never worn 
slacks or make-up, and wouldn’t dare wear her hair down in 
public. She always wore long skirts down to her ankles. This 
was a Bible-carrying, church-attending woman of God. I 
personally did not have problem with her bland, plain style, but 
she had a lust problem.  
 
She would occasionally sleep with different men in the church 
and then come to my office crying about her iniquity. While she 
sat in my office one day, the Lord revealed to me the solution to 
her problem and led me to ask her several questions: 
 
“Why do you wear long dresses and why do you keep your hair 
tied up in a bun or wear hats?” I asked her. 
 
She answered, “Because I want to be holy and be in right 
relationship with God, so I can hear His voice when He speaks 
to me.” 
 
“Holiness has nothing to do with the way you dress,” I said. 
“The Lord said in 1 Timothy 2:9 to adorn yourself in modest 
apparel. God wants His people to look prosperous and feel good 
about themselves. Do you feel good about yourself?” 
 
“No, I feel very ugly,” she reluctantly replied. “I think the 
reason I have sex with men is to validate myself as a woman. 
That is the only time I feel good about myself, but I know it is 
not right. I know God is not pleased with me, but I want to be 
holy. What should I do?” 
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 “You have been living by the ‘letter of the law,’” I told her. 
“The ‘letter of the law’ kills, but the ‘spirit of the law’ gives life, 
according to 2 Corinthians 3:6. If you get your inner heart right 
towards God, half the battle is won. You have been working too 
hard on your outer person, when you should be working on 
cleaning your inner person because that is what God sees. What 
do you spend most of your time thinking about?” 
 
“Lustful things,” she admitted. “I try to please God, but I always 
cave in under pressure. I want to be strong and live for the Lord, 
but it is so hard.” 
 
The Spirit of God rose up in me and I said, “Here is your 
answer: think on things that are true, honest, just, and pure; 
think on God’s Word. Consistently think about how good God 
has been to you and what He will do for you if you are obedient. 
The Lord will control the devil if you will control your thoughts. 
God has given you everything to live a life free from sin and 
operate in total victory. Be yourself in Christ, let Christ be 
Himself through you, and you shall be holy just like God is!” 
 
I saw her about a year later and she was full of joy and 
happiness. She said the Lord had spoken to her to minister to 
women with sexual challenges. Her deliverance had come. She 
realized her dress did not make her holy, but her attitude 
towards sin and standard of Christian living made her holy. She 
is a new creation in Jesus Christ. 
 

Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!  
 Tremble before Him, all the earth. (Psalm 96:9) 
 
Holy, clean living is a prerequisite to operate in the kingdom of 
God. Anything that belongs to God is holy. If we say we are 
God’s, then we must live holy. Yes, we serve a merciful, 
gracious God, but God is not a fool. If we make a mistake, we 
must repent quickly. God will cast our sin into the sea of 
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forgetfulness and remember it no more. When we repent with 
our heart, our sin is erased from the record books forever.  
 
True repentance means more than just saying “I’m sorry.” It 
means to stop what we are doing and change our direction, 
heart, and mind. Repentance is a necessary part of holy living. 
 
What Sin Does 
 
Sin separates us from the presence of God. If there is one thing 
that will surely block our heart from hearing the voice of God, 
it’s sin. Read the following commentary from the New Open 
Bible concerning what sin does: 
 

 
Sin, regardless of its degree, always has an 
effect--separation. Sin separates one from God. 
This separation from God is death. Adam was 
told that if he ate of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil he would die (Genesis 3:3). Adam 
ate of the tree and immediately died 
spiritually--his soul was separated from God--and 
he began to die physically. The entrance of sin 
into the human race brought with it death 
(Romans 5:12; 6:23). That man is a sinner is 
proven by the fact that he dies--where there is 
death, there is sin. Sin’s penalty, death, can be 
remedied by life--union with God. This is 
achieved by belief in Jesus, who died to pay the 
penalty of man’s sin (Romans 5:21). For the one 
who believes in Jesus, who died to pay the 
penalty of man’s sin physically (unless he is alive 
when Jesus returns to take all believers to heaven 
with Himself, 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18), but 
physical death for him is only the doorway into 
the presence of God. Sin, however, does have an 
effect upon the believer, for it mars his fellowship 
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with God. Sin in the believer’s life is a terrible 
thing and is not to be tolerated. While it is 
probable that the believer will sin, it is never 
necessary for him to do so (1 John 2:1). (Open New 
Bible Study Edition, pg 58) 

 
So what should be done about sin to keep our hearts alive unto 
God? 
 

The believer should never condone or attempt to 
excuse his sin. There are only two things that 
should be done about sin: confess it and forsake 
it. The Old and the New Testaments are agreed on 
this. David confessed his sin and experienced the 
Lord’s forgiveness. John agrees as he points out: 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). To “confess” 
means to acknowledge or say the same thing as. 
The believer is instructed that he is to say the 
same thing as God says about his sin, “It is sin.”  
When the believer confesses his sin he has the 
assurance that God “is faithful” (He can be 
counted upon to keep His Word) and “just” (He is 
just in dealing with our sins because He paid the 
price for them) “to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  There is 
no sin too great and no sin too small--God is able 
to cleanse us completely from anything that is 
inconsistent with His own moral character. 
Having received forgiveness and cleansing, the 
believer is to forsake his sin and yield himself 
completely to God. In doing this the believer is 
restored to full fellowship with God.  (The New Open 

Bible, Study Edition page 646) 
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Hearing from God on a daily basis requires a daily cleansing of 
our hearts. How do we do this? Before every action we take, we 
need to ask ourselves these questions, “Why am I doing this? 
Would God be pleased?”  This helps us to judge the action and 
our heart of righteousness and sin. Then we should read the 
Scriptures. We need to take a spiritual bath in His Word because 
we live in a dirty world full of bad words, mean attitudes, and 
filthy people. Just as we take a physical shower with soap and 
water everyday to rid ourselves of dirt, the same thing applies 
spiritually. The Word will help wash away any filthy desires and 
habits so you can clearly hear God’s voice: 
 

You are already clean because of the word which 
I have spoken to you. (John 15:3) 

 
 
We Gotta Have Heart 
 
The word “heart” is an extremely interesting word where God is 
concerned. I don’t think it is an accident that the English word 
“heart” is meant to describe the center of man. In the natural 
sense of the word, it is an organ that is vital to life here on 
planet Earth. The physical heart of man is an organ and has an 
average useful life of less than 100 years; the spiritual heart of 
man, however, is a spirit and is eternal. 
 
Notice the uniqueness of the word “heart”. 
 
The word EAR is in the center of the word heart. 
The word HEAR is at the beginning of the word heart. 
The word ART is at the end of the word heart 
The word HE is also at the beginning of the word heart. 
 
The point:  God placed the “ear” in the center of the heart so 
we can “hear” from God which is the “art” of every Christian. 
If anyone asked us who told us, we can tell them “He” said it! 
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Jesus’ most-repeated statement (15 times in the New Testament) 
was “He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear” (Revelation 2:7). 
The “ear” that Jesus is referring to could be the physical ear, 
those external things on the sides of our heads, and our heart. In 
John 10:27, He said of His followers, “My sheep [followers] 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”  
 
We must be sensitive and in position to know when God is 
speaking (read Chapter 1, How To Determine When God Is 
Speaking). We know because the Holy Spirit is here with us, He 
speaks to our inner man, or our spirit.  
 
There are occasions when God will have the need to speak to a 
person’s physical ears, especially when he or she is not born 
again. The greatest example of this is Saul, later known as the 
apostle Paul, when he was on the road to Damascus and the 
Lord appeared to him in a vision. He had to communicate with 
Paul’s physical senses because Paul had not yet received the 
Holy Spirit. At that time he understood only the physical things. 

 
 

A Hearing Heart Leads to Greatness 
 
Solomon, the wealthy son of King David, was approached by 
God in a dream. God asked him, as a young king, what he 
needed. Notice in the book of 1 Kings how Solomon’s answer 
led to his greatness and greatly excelled his life, his family, and 
his nation. How well we hear from God will determine our 
success. 
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I 
give you?”.... Now, O Lord my God, You have 
made Your servant king instead of my father 
David, but I am a little child; I do not know how 
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to go out or come in. 
  

And Your servant is in the midst of Your people 
whom You have chosen, a great people, too 
numerous to be numbered or counted. 

 
Therefore give to Your servant an understanding 
heart to judge Your people, that I may discern 
between good and evil. For who is able to judge 
this great people of Yours? 

 
  The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 

asked this thing. 
 (1 Kings 3:5,7-10, emphasis added) 
 
Other translations read that Solomon actually asked God for a 
“heart to hear.” That’s what an understanding heart is: a hearing 
heart. Solomon, later known for his vast wisdom, understood 
that if he could just hear from God, that would be all he needed. 
 
Why was Solomon known for wisdom? Let’s look at what 
wisdom is and what it means to have wisdom. Wisdom comes 
from the Lord; it is the word of God and the word of God is 
wisdom. Every time God speaks, it’s wisdom. Wisdom comes 
from God and He gives it to people who ask for it: 
 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all liberally and without reproach, 
and it will be given to him.(James 1:5) 

 
Wisdom is the principal thing [first and 
foremost]; therefore, get wisdom: and with all 
your getting get understanding. (Proverbs 4:7) 

 
If we want to appear as one who has wisdom, we can just say 
what God has already said in the Scriptures! 
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When Solomon spoke what God said to his heart, he sounded 
wise! He was a hero. But God deserved the glory. If we examine 
Solomon’s life closely, we actually see God behind the scene 
telling Solomon what to say and do. When we listen to and obey 
God, he makes us look good! We exhibit sound judgment.  
 
Let’s examine how God worked behind the scene in Solomon’s 
life and how a hearing heart can change our life and the life of 
those who seek our counsel.  
 
In 1 Kings, two women with a disturbing problem approached 
King Solomon for his advice. Each woman had given birth to a 
child at the same time, but one of the children died due to 
suffocation. The woman slept with the baby and accidentally 
slept on top of the baby, causing its death. Each woman claimed 
that the living child belonged to her. Let’s read as both women 
stood before Solomon and argued their case: 

 
O my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same 
house; and I gave birth while she was in the 
house. “Then it happened, the third day after I 
had given birth, that this woman also gave birth. 
And we were together; no one was with us in the 
house, except the two of us in the house. 

 
And this woman’s son died in the night, because 
she lay on him. “So she arose in the middle of the 
night and took my son from my side, while your 
maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and 
laid her dead child in my bosom. 

 
And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, 
there he was, dead. But when I had examined him in 
the morning, indeed, he was not my son whom I had 
borne. 

 
Then the other woman said, “No! But the living 
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one is my son, and the dead one is your son.” And 
the first woman said, “No! But the dead one is 
your son, and the living one is my son.” Thus they 
spoke before the king. 

 (1 Kings 3:17-22) 
 
Because Solomon had received a “heart to hear” from the Lord, 
notice how he responded to the arguments: 
 

Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they 
brought a sword before the king. And the king 
said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half 
to one, and half to the other. 

 
Then the woman whose son was living spoke to 
the king, for she yearned with compassion for her 
son; and she said, “O my lord, give her the living 
child, and by no means kill him!” But the other 
said, “Let him be neither mine nor yours, but 
divide him.So the king answered and said, “Give 
the first woman the living child, and by no means 
kill him; she is his mother. (1 Kings 3:24-27) 

 
Solomon’s hearing heart broke through deception and reunited a 
mother and her child forever. No man could have thought of that 
solution, only God is that wise. Not only did a hearing heart 
change a mother and her son’s life, but look at what this wise 
counsel did for Solomon’s life: 
 

And all Israel heard of the judgment which the 
king had rendered; and they feared the king, for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to 
administer justice. (1 Kings 3:28) 

 
This one act of wisdom put Solomon’s name in history books 
forever. Kings, queens, and princes began to seek  him for his 
divine counsel. People from all over the world brought unto him 
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gold, silver, and fine silk as tokens of their appreciation. 
Solomon became the wealthiest man who ever lived, simply by 
sharing what God was saying to him behind the scene. If God 
did it for Solomon, He can do it for us.  
 
The advantage you and I have over Solomon is that we have 
God’s written word in the form of the Bible, praise the Lord!  
We can receive wisdom whenever we desire. 
 

Knowledge is Not the Key to Success 
 
Many people believe that knowledge is the key to success. This 
could not be further from the truth. If knowledge were the key to 
success, every college student would be successful. It is said 
that 93 percent of college graduates never use what they learn in 
school. Yes, knowledge is power but without wisdom, we won’t 
know what to do with this power. 
Wisdom is the ability to use knowledge. This is what Solomon 
had. We may have a Ph.D. in physics, but if we don’t know 
what to do with it and how it can benefit others, what good is it? 
But if God gives us wisdom in physics, we can change not only 
our life but the world. Hearing from God allows Him to show us 
what to do with what He has blessed us with. 
 

Five Ways to Better Hearing 
 
With proper listening skills, we can effectively hear from the 
Lord. So let me share five ways to increase our listening skills. 
 
1. Stop talking.  Prayer is a dialogue, not a monologue. There 
is a time for us to talk to God but there is also a time to listen to 
what He has to say to us. We miss out on so much because we 
talk too much. After we make confession, supplication, and 
intercession before the Lord, we need to take time to be still and 
allow Him to minister to us. 
 

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 
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to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; (James 1:19) 
 

Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) 

2. Expect to hear. We must maintain a spirit of expectancy 
toward God. Expect Almighty God to speak to you as a loving 
father would his child.  
  

I will hear what the Lord will speak...  
 (Psalm 85:8)  
 
We can speak the above scripture aloud in our prayer time or 
while we are driving or any  time of the day. This will build up 
our faith and prepare our heart for God’s voice. God never 
sleeps nor slumbers, so we may expect the telephone of our 
heart to ring with His voice at any time. If He wakes us up in the 
middle of the night, we should find a quiet place and begin to 
pray.  
The Lord needs our undivided attention. When He wakes me in 
the middle of the night, He usually needs me to intercede for a 
friend or a loved one. Sometimes He asks me to pray in my 
heavenly language, to pray beyond my natural mind. When I get 
this “urgency” in my heart, I am expecting to hear something 
from the Lord–and I usually do. 
 
3. Focus on what we believe God has actually said. If 
someone hears God say “Africa,” before he sells his house and 
moves to Africa, he should make sure he hears and understands 
the complete message God is conveying. Perhaps God just 
wants him to send money to Africa! 
 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments; 
for this is the whole duty of man. (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 
emphasis added)   

 
So often we think we hear from heaven when actually it is only 
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presumption in our mind. If we only understood part of a 
message from the Lord, it is safe to do nothing. If we have 
questions about what we heard, we should seek out godly 
counselors, such as a pastor or mature Christian, to help. Hear 
and understand the entire directions before stepping out. “...with 
all thy getting, get understanding.” (Proverbs 4:7) 
   
4. Prepare to do what is said. Once we know beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that we have heard from God, we can make an 
informed decision to do what is said, no matter the cost. If the 
Lord says to start a business, we should do it. It doesn’t matter if 
we have the money in the bank or not; if God tells us to do it, 
He will provide the resources. We can start by taking small 
steps such as getting business cards, a business license, post 
office box, and so on.  When God gives us a vision, He also 
provides provision and we will be blessed (see chapter 7, “Take 
Action”). 
 

 
...blessed are those that hear the word of God, 
and keep it [do it]. (Luke 11:27) 

 
Our God is a God of purpose. He never says or does anything 
without purpose. When He speaks to us, it is a good idea to 
initially share it with people we trust. Some people will not 
understand or will tell us that it is foolish. But we shouldn’t be 
dismayed, as the Bible says that the things of God are foolish 
unto men. We can prove that our God is real by preparing to 
follow through with what we heard and activate the power of 
God in our lives!  The heathen will ask us our secret to 
success, and we can tell them, “I just did what I heard God say!”  
At the end of the day, like Solomon, God will make us look 
good, every time. 
 
 
5. Take notes. We should write down the instructions we 
receive from the Lord. Forgetting what God said will lead to 
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disobedience. I am going to spend some time on this because 
most Christians think that taking notes is not spiritual or 
important. If that is the case, look at what the Lord advised 
Habakkuk: 
 

Then the Lord answered me and said:  
“Write the vision”  
And make it plain on tablets,  

 That he may run who reads it.  
 (Habakkuk 2:2, emphasis added) 
   
God told the prophet to take notes and make them readable for 
other people so they could get a hold of the message as well. I 
am sure Habakkuk was not absentminded; God just wanted him 
to make sure the vision was accurate and true. If we write down 
everything that God speaks to us and place it in a prominent 
place, it is amazing how blessed we will be when we refer back 
to it at a later date.  
  
When my wife and I were married, the first thing God told me 
do was to write down our family vision and place it on our 
refrigerator (the place we frequented the most). He said, “For 
the first year, I want you and your bride to read it aloud 
everyday.” 
 
I did not understand what the Lord was doing at the time, but it 
became the foundation for our entire family. Over the years, the 
vision has enabled us to excel spiritually, financially, 
professionally, socially; in every area. Whatever came up in our 
lives, if it did not line up with the vision for our family, we had 
no part of it. Speaking the vision aloud together kept us together 
through hard times.  
 
Our daughter is now being raised up in the “Watkins Vision”. I 
think it is appropriate to share this vision with you. Each reader 
can then seek God for the vision of their family, then share it 
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with their spouse and children. 
 

WATKINS!FAMILY!  
THE!VISION!

!
In!everything! that!we!do!and!everything! that!we!say,!we! first!
give! Jesus! Christ! the! glory.! Constantly! receiving! the!Word! of!
God!into!our!hearts,!we!shall! love!one!another!as!Christ! loves!
the!church.! ! !
!
With!every!endeavor!that!we!undertake,!our!highest!aim!is!to!
please!God.!Because!we!are!blessed! to!be!a!blessing,!we!shall!
give! to! those! less! fortunate! and! share! the! love! of! God! with!
every!person!we!come!in!contact!with.!Every!word!out!of!our!
mouth!and!every!deed!that!we!partake!shall!be!holy,!righteous!
and!pure.!
!
We!shall!walk!as!a! family!of! excellence,!being!an!example! for!
other!families!to!follow.! !
!

“...the&house&of&the&righteous&shall&stand.”&
Proverbs&12:7&

& &
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&
Chapter 5 

 
 

GETTING RID OF  
SILENCE FOREVER 

 
Two Spiritual Hearing Aids 

 
 
 

What if we seek God all night and day, fast for a month, 
give offerings, pray in an unknown tongue for six hours and still 
don’t hear from God? I have been there. 
 
I had a holy frustration when I first began to preach and minister 
in churches and conferences. I honestly wanted to hear from 
God regarding my messages. I believed He had called me to the 
fivefold ministry, but as a young minister I remember asking 
why God was silent when I asked, “What I am supposed to say 
when I get to the church?” Why doesn’t God just write in the 
sky, “SON, GO TO THAT PLACE AND MINISTER TO MY 
PEOPLE THE IMPORTANCE OF EVANGELISM.” Send a 
prophet my way, anything, I prayed. I thought I needed a 
supernatural sign from heaven. But it never worked out that 
way. 
 
One evening, I had to preach at a very large meeting in the New 
England area. I prayed and prayed to the point of begging God 
to say anything, I’ll take a hiccup; it didn’t matter (obviously I 
didn’t know any better in those days). I said, “Lord, I have the 
infilling of the Holy Spirit. I know He is present to speak, but 
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apparently I am not hearing.” 
 
The Lord spoke to my heart and said, “Search the New 
Testament to find out how my servants were led by their spirit 
to accomplish My will and you will not go wrong.” 
 
I wanted to say, “But Lord, you didn’t tell me what I am 
supposed to preach!” Again, I was searching for the spectacular, 
while God was trying to tell me I had something far better, the 
supernatural. 
 
I begin to search the Scriptures to find out how the apostles in 
the first century heard from God, not just when things got tight, 
but everyday. The burning question in my mind was:  What do 
you do when you haven’t heard any audible voice or an unction 
from the Holy Spirit? After scanning nearly the entire New 
Testament, light bulbs like a pinball machine went off in my 
head and I saw the key to hearing from God for every situation 
in life. 
 
There are two things we can do when we are in the valley of 
indecision: follow our spirit (the inward man) and our 
conscience (the inward voice). 

 
Follow the Inward Man 

 
We’ve all, at times, sensed a strange “leading,” “pulling,” or 
“tugging” in our hearts to do something. That “leading” is the 
Holy Spirit using our spirit to guide. I learned that the number 
one way in which God leads His children is by their spirit. Paul 
called our human spirit the “inward man”; Peter called it “the 
hidden man of the heart.”  
 
At times we may “perceive” things in our spirit. We may not 
hear an audible voice, but somehow we know that God is trying 
to get our attention. Paul often had these same experiences: 
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Now when much time had been spent, and sailing 
was now dangerous because the Fast was already 
over, Paul advised them, saying, “Men, I perceive 
that this voyage will end with disaster and much 
loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our 
lives.” (Acts 27:9.10, emphasis added) 

 
Paul said, “I perceive...”. Notice he did not say “the Lord told 
me...” or “thus saith the Lord...”  He said, “I perceive.”   
 
How did Paul perceive it? By the inward man, the hidden man 
of the heart, his spirit. He did not perceive it mentally or 
psychologically. He did not perceive it physically. Paul tuned 
into his spirit.  
 
For those of us who are born again, our spirit constantly 
receives messages from the Holy  Spirit. If we carefully listen 
to our spirit, as did Paul, those messages will be communicated 
to our comprehension where we can learn from them to benefit 
our lives.  
 
Why does the Holy Spirit communicate with our human spirit? 
 
As I explained earlier, man is a three-part being: spirit, soul, and 
body. First, man is a spirit. He doesn’t possess a spirit, he 
actually is a spirit. Second, he possesses a soul (mind, intellect, 
emotions), and third, he lives in a flesh body.  Because the 
Holy Spirit resides in our spirit and not in our minds or our 
bodies, when He speaks, He will do so to our born-again spirit. 
The key to hearing from God is to heed what is in our heart. 
Take special note of the words Jesus revealed to us in the Word 
concerning how the Holy Spirit leads and guides our spirits: 
 

However, when He [Holy Spirit], the Spirit of 
truth [Holy Spirit], has come, He [Holy Spirit] 
will guide you into all truth; for He [Holy Spirit] 



 

107 
 

will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 
He [Holy Spirit] hears [from God] He [Holy 
Spirit] will speak; and He [Holy Spirit] will tell 
you things to come [future events].”  (John 16:13) 

 
Let’s study the above scripture to learn how to hear from God 
everyday. We understand the Holy Spirit has come “to guide 
[us] into all truth”. First, He will guide us. Then we see that the 
Holy Spirit will “not speak of himself, but whatever he shall 
hear.” Second, Jesus tells us in scripture not to ask Him for 
anything, but when we pray, we should pray to the Father in 
Jesus’ name. God, in turn, will give the words to the Holy Spirit 
to speak to us. So when the Holy Spirit speaks, He will not talk 
about Himself. The Holy Spirit will only discuss with us what 
He hears God say. He will transmit these messages to our spirit, 
our inward man. The Holy Spirit is in our spirit and that is 
where He speaks, inside of us. He doesn’t make things up out of 
thin air, He passes on messages from God into our born-again 
spirit.  
 
And here’s the exciting part: “He will show you things to 
come.” Jesus is not just talking about things to come from Bible 
prophecy. I believe He is referring to future events in our own 
individual lives.  
 

Future Events Revealed 
 
About a year before my natural father went home to be with the 
Lord, God began to prepare my heart about his death. My father 
and I had a terrific relationship. I have a lot of great memories 
from my childhood to adulthood that I will never forget. I loved 
him more than anything. But God ministered to me the 
awesomeness and splendor of heaven and how He had prepared 
a wonderful place for my father. For some reason, I couldn’t 
share these things with my father or anyone else; it was 
something just between God and me. My father had been on 
dialysis for awhile, but at that time he appeared to be in good 
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health and in good spirits.  
 
I remember driving down the highway in Atlanta on my way to 
church when the Lord asked, “Robert, do you trust me?”   
 
I said, “Yes, Lord, with all my heart.”  He said, “I am your 
heavenly Father and I love you. I want you to totally depend on 
me for everything in your life. Your father will be coming home 
soon. I have prepared a special place for him. Don’t fret nor 
worry, for I will be with you forever because I love you and you 
belong to me. Trust me and I will give you strength.” 
 
Honestly speaking, I didn’t know what to do. To make a long 
story short, my father went home to be with the Lord about a 
year later. While I was on the plane to Michigan to attend the 
homegoing, I had a strong urgency and a leading in my spirit to 
fast. I took out a piece of paper to write and as words sprung out 
of my heart I wrote them down. There was no voice, just a 
leading by the Holy Spirit. After I finished writing, in my heart  
I knew that the Lord wanted me to speak at my father’s 
homegoing. 
 
I said out loud, “Lord, I don’t think I can do that. I don’t have 
the strength. This is too great for me to bear. I don’t know how 
to do this.”   
 
Then the Lord reminded me of John 14:26: “But the Comforter, 
who is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things.”  After a long pause, I reluctantly 
said, “Nevertheless, your will shall be done in my life.”  
 
At that moment, I had an assurance and a peace in my heart that 
was undescribable. I needed to find out what was happening to 
me. This huge emotional event was being played out in my life 
and I should have been wailing and squawking like a baby, but I 
was in total control. What I was about to undertake was 
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terrifying to my mind, but my heart had peace. The Holy Spirit 
was preparing my heart to accomplish the will of God for this 
monumental moment. The thoughts in my head were full of 
fear, but my heart, the most important thing, was in line with the 
instructions I received from the Lord. 
 

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit... 
(Romans 8:16)   

 
I preached my father’s homegoing like I never preached before. 
My father grew up in Monroe, Michigan, and was very 
well-liked. It seemed as though the entire city was there–
everyone from the mayor to high school friends. God touched a 
lot of lives through my father’s homegoing. If I had ignored 
what my spirit was trying to tell me, I would have missed the 
presence of God’s divine intervention. The results would have 
been totally different and I probably would have been out of the 
will of God. I needed His help; the task was too much for my 
own natural ability to handle. A long-time friend came to me 
after the ceremony and said, “I want to be strong like you.” I 
ministered to him on the faithfulness of God. He is earnestly 
seeking Him today. 
 
It is extremely important that we pay attention to our heart at all 
times and in every situation, because God communicates 
messages to us through the avenue of our spirit. We may not 
ever hear the audible voice of God with our natural ears, but we 
can tune in to the frequency of our heart anytime we choose: 
 

The spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord,  
 Searching all the inner depths of his heart. 
 (Proverbs 20:27) 
 
God uses our human spirit in the earth like we would use a 
candle in darkness. The purpose of a candle is to provide 
guidance so that we can see. Everyone on the planet may have a 
candle, or a spirit, but unless we are born again, our candle is 
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not lit. Unsaved people are walking around in the darkness with 
a candle but with no fire. Consequently, they continue to walk in 
darkness, with a lack of understanding of spiritual things. But to 
those of us who are born again, God has lit our candle with the 
Word of God and we never again have to walk in darkness.  
Our spirit is full of the Spirit of God, and the Word of God will 
communicate messages through our spirit to our understanding 
concerning the direction we should go. He is doing it for me 
now even as I write this book. 
 
Our candle, or spirit, works as a built-in transmitter so that we 
can hear from God every second, minute, hour of the day.  
  
I found that to be true several years ago when I received a bank 
loan approval to build a house in a very nice neighborhood. In 
the natural the situation seemed ideal. The area had great 
schools, congenial neighbors, and a wonderful tract of land. The 
builder had an impeccable reputation with great references.  
My mind was in full agreement with the terms of the deal, but 
my heart was telling me not to do it. I couldn’t figure it out. 
Eventually, I dropped the deal. Later, the Lord said to me, “Do 
you remember how you walked away from the house deal 
several years ago? You followed your heart. I lead every 
Christian in this way, just the way I led you through that 
situation.” 
 
I am so thankful I obeyed my heart. A mall and several large 
stores were built less than a mile away from that neighborhood, 
causing traffic congestion, noise pollution, and other hindrances. 
The area became less than desirable and property values 
dropped. Two years later, we bought a much bigger house with 
more land on a lake. Our born-again human spirit receiving 
messages from the Holy Spirit knows what is best for us. 
 
The Lord went on to minister to me, “If you trust me and learn 
to follow your spirit, I’ll guide you though the affairs of life, 
spiritual and financial.” Every investment I have made 
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following the “hidden man of the heart” has led to increase and 
prosperity. When I didn’t follow my heart and allowed my 
training, thinking, or education to override my spirit, it sadly led 
to decrease. 
 
If we don’t hear an audible voice from God, then we can follow 
our heart. It is just as supernatural as guidance by visions, 
burning bushes, etc.; it is just not as spectacular. Many people 
are  
 
looking so much for the spectacular that they miss the 
supernatural which has been there all the time. 
 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are the sons of God. (Romans 8:14)  

 
Our Conscience Speaks 

 
The second way the Spirit of God guides us is through the voice 
of our conscience–our spirit speaking to our human mind. 
Sometimes we call it intuition; the world calls it a hunch.  
 
The major difference between a Christian’s human spirit and an 
unsaved person’s human spirit is that our spirits have 
experienced a rebirth. They are alive unto God, born again! 
Everyone walking on the earth, Christian or not, has a human 
spirit. The contrast is that as we fill our spirits with God’s Word, 
our spirits can be used as a safe guide. 
 
The conscience, or the voice of our spirit, is that small still voice 
that constantly tries to get our attention. I am not referring to the 
voice of the Holy Spirit, which has a more authoritative voice. 
The still small voice I am referring to is the voice of our own 
spirit speaking. Our spirit picks it up from the Holy Spirit who is 
in us. 

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy 
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Spirit, (Romans 9:1, emphasis added) 
 
It is interesting to read the epistles that Paul wrote to the church 
concerning his conscience. He always obeyed it.  
  

Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, 
“Men and brethren, I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day.” 

 (Acts 23:1, emphasis added) 
Can we trust our conscience to guide us safely through life? 
Yes, if our spirit has become renewed in Christ, because our 
conscience is the voice of our spirit. Let’s discover what 
happens when the Spirit of God invades our spirit. 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, 
all things have become new.  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
First, when we receive Christ, we become a new man, “a new 
creature.” This “newness” takes place in our spirit, not in our 
mind or body. There was no immediate outward change: our 
hair looked the same, we wore the same clothes, etc. People 
who knew us before our spiritual conversion will still be able to 
recognize us. But an immediate change takes place in our spirit.  
 
Second, “old things...passed away.” The spirit of the devil in 
our spirit had to leave. God has now taken residence and we 
have made Jesus our Lord.  
 
Third, “all things are become new.” Where? In our spirit. 
Although the outward man (the flesh) has not changed yet, the 
inward man (our spirit) has taken on a new personality.  
Because there is now a new sheriff in town, called the Holy 
Spirit, consequently, a person who has been born again with the 
life of God can safely trust the voice of his conscience to make 
good decisions.   
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Unsaved persons without the life of God should not follow the 
voice of their spirit. Their spirit is unrenewed and unregenerate. 
Their conscience would allow them to do anything. Sometimes 
we wonder why people without Christ commit adultery, smoke 
cigarettes, and use curse words without at least feeling bad. It is 
because their conscience, which also has a voice, has a 
completely different conscience than someone who is born 
again.  Yes Christians do sin, all the time, but it is always 
against the advice of our conscience.  
The Lord personally instructed me to never look for a 
spectacular sign to hear from Him, such as a burning bush, a 
talking donkey, or messages spelled out in the clouds. He told 
me just to follow the small still voice of my heart.  
 
I asked the Lord to show me an example of how He led people 
by their conscience in the Old Testament. He led me to the book 
of 1 Kings when the prophet Elijah fled in fear from the wicked 
queen, Jezebel. Jezebel, a powerful but evil woman, issued a 
death warrant on Elijah’s life, and he became so afraid of the 
queen and her army that he hid himself in a cave. He no longer 
wanted to be a prophet. As a matter of fact, Elijah begged God 
to kill him so that he wouldn’t have to face the queen. 
 
Many of us are like Elijah when we encounter pressure. At 
times we find ourselves in seemingly impossible situations with 
no way out, but with God all things are possible. To get Elijah 
back on track, God led him to victory and triumph with a small 
still voice, Elijah’s conscience. 

 
Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the 
mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord 
passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into 
the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake;  
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And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the fire a still small 
voice. So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a 
voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 

 (1 Kings 19:11-13, emphasis added) 
 
Elijah’s conscience led him back to God’s will. Sure, Elijah 
could have disobeyed his conscience and said, “I quit.” But one 
thing is definite about our conscience, it is persistent. Elijah’s 
conscience would have affected every area of his life, his sleep, 
his thought life, his ministry, his relationships. There would 
have been no rest in his spirit until God got what He wanted. 
We can hide from men, but we cannot hide from our conscience. 
 
Several years ago, the Lord spoke to good friends of ours to start 
a church in a small but modest town just west of Atlanta. At this 
time, they had been married for about seven years and were 
extremely faithful to a small country church in the area. He 
served as the assistant pastor and she was the chairman of 
several committees.  
 
The pastor of the church depended upon them for everything 
except to preach. They were the first to arrive, unlock the doors, 
baptize new members, teach Sunday school, conduct 
congregational prayer, deposit the offerings, pay church bills, 
distribute food to the needy, and so on. The congregation 
absolutely loved the couple and the pastor would have been 
devastated if he knew they were seriously considering leaving 
the church. But in their heart they knew the time was coming 
when they had to obey God. Obviously, with all their 
responsibilities, there would have never been a good time to 
leave. After about a three year period, however, they knew it 
was time. How did they know? Their conscience would no 
longer allow them to work in the church they were presently in. 
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He couldn’t sleep at night without thinking about his own 
ministry. He was torn between being faithful to his pastor and 
obeying his spirit. His wife experienced the same messages in 
her spirit. 
 
Finally, they met with the pastor of the church. He was outraged 
and thought it would not be a good idea. Members of the 
congregation begged them not to leave the ministry. So what do 
we do when men tell us one thing but our heart is telling us 
something else? As did this couple, we must follow the voice of 
our heart! 
 
The couple left the first church to begin their new ministry. 
They just celebrated their third anniversary and have a 
wonderful congregation. The church is thriving. I ministered 
there a couple of years ago and found the anointing of God 
moving by His Spirit in that church. Just think of the hundreds, 
and one day thousands, of people that would not have been 
touched by their ministry if they would have followed men’s 
voices and not their own conscience. The couple are successful 
ministers and pastors because they obeyed what was in their 
heart.   
 
The old adage “Let your conscience be your guide” is still true 
today. 
 

To Condemn or Not to Condemn 
 
What do we do when we do not follow the voice of our spirit? 
Does the Holy Spirit condemn us and refuse to communicate 
with us anymore?  
 
The Holy Spirit will never condemn us, but our spirit will: 
 

For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our 
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
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toward God. (1 John 3:20,21) 
 
It is a hard lesson to learn because most of us have been taught 
that when we sin, God will be waiting around the corner with a 
lightening bolt to strike us dead. God, the Father, will never 
condemn us for making a mistake. All we have to do is repent 
and God forgets about it and puts us back on track. He casts our 
sin into the sea of forgiveness. And if He forgives us for our sin, 
we should forgive ourselves and not allow our hearts to 
condemn us. Self-condemnation hinders our heart from 
receiving God’s word. Jesus said: 
 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. (John 14:27) 

 
Here’s the good news: I have found that when I do wrong, my 
spirit condemns me, but the Holy Spirit is there to comfort me 
and show me the right way. The Holy Spirit is not a condemner; 
the Bible calls Him  a Comforter, Helper, Counselor, 
Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby. He is with us 
forever.  
 

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide with you 
forever."  (John 14:16) 

 
The moment we do wrong, bells and whistles go off in our spirit 
and, rightly, we feel bad. But the Helper is always there with 
support. When no one else is around to comfort, we can depend 
on the precious aid of the Holy Spirit. That’s the Spirit of God 
speaking directly to us. 
 
When I first came to the Lord, a old college friend called to 
invite me to a basketball game and discuss business. During our 
conversation, we began to talk about our days in the fraternity 
and the crazy experiences we shared as youngsters. As he took 
me down memory lane he asked me if I had seen an old 
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girlfriend I dated in college and, surprisedly, I spewed out a 
curse word. That statement was no big deal to my college friend 
because he was used to language like that. But the moment I 
said that “ungodly word,” I knew on the inside it was wrong. It 
was my spirit condemning me. My flesh may have wanted to 
talk and act the way I used to, but my new regenerated spirit had 
changed. My flesh needed to be crucified, but my spirit had 
been born again. 
 
Recognizing the failure, I immediately said, “Lord, forgive me 
for saying that.” I also asked my friend to forgive me, but he 
didn’t understand I needed to keep a clear conscience.  
 
How do we keep a clear conscience? Obey our heart. Submit to 
our conscience. Do what’s right, when it’s right, because it’s 
right. If we ignore the voice of our conscience, it will become 
harder and harder to hear the voice of God. After a few times of 
ignoring our conscience, soon we will have no conscience at all. 
Then we are in trouble because we are depending on our 
feelings to live rather than the word of God in our spirit. 
 
 

“Thus Said The Lord…” Really? 
 
Many Christians find themselves saying “Thus said the Lord” 
when in fact the Lord hasn’t said anything to them. They speak 
out of a high emotional feeling. Statements beginning with “I 
feel...” more than likely constitute a declaration from the flesh. 
Statements beginning with “I think...” usually give rise to an 
account from an emotion or the intellect. We should never step 
out on “I feel God has said...” or “I think God has said...”. It is 
safe to keep it to ourselves until we know deep in our heart that 
it is the Lord speaking.  
 
If we are unsure that the Lord is directing us to speak for Him, 
we can filter the words through the six steps in Chapter 1, then 
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know it is safe to step out on the water towards our destiny. To 
help, I will provide “Six Steps to Determine If God Spoke to 
You.” If we can answer yes to all six questions, then we know 
God has spoken: 
 

 
 

Six Steps to Determine If God Spoke to You 
 
1) Does it require faith? 
 
2) Do you need God’s help to accomplish the instructions? 
 
3) Does it require courage? 
 
4) Do the words go against natural reasoning and 
rationalization?  
 
5) Do you have the peace of God? 
 
6) Does it line up with Scripture? 
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Chapter 6 

 
 

Clearing Away  
The Clutter 

 
Hindrances to Hearing From God 

 
 
 
 

To hinder means to interfere with progress or prevent 
activity. A hindrance is anything that delays an action, impedes 
growth, or obstructs development. Hindrances hold us back, 
keep us in the dark, and stop us from moving forward.  
 
There are “internal hindrances” to hearing from God, which can 
rob a believer of his deep intimate relationship with Christ, and 
“external hindrances” to hearing from God, which draw a 
believer’s attention away from the things of God unto things of 
men. Both hindrances are equally dangerous and can drive a 
man or woman of God astray from the voice of God to depend 
upon their own knowledge for success. 
 
For several years, I hosted a television program called “Young, 
Saved and Successful”. In the beginning, there were just three of 
us: Perry, who served as our producer; Wanda, who was our 
director; and myself, the host. We had such a great time in the 
Lord. He really blessed our broadcast. Because money was low 
at the time, we could only afford the three of us.  
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Each week we had to put the set together, sweep the floors, 
move furniture, produce the telecast, and pray that the 
equipment would work.  There were many times where we did 
not have people to run the cameras. We would just set them in 
position and hope for the best shot. (We often joked that angels 
operated our cameras; secretly, I really believed it!). But the 
anointing of God was on us to minister to the faithful people 
who watched us every Sunday morning and Tuesday evening. 
Our goal was to minister the uncompromised word of God to 
unbelievers and believers alike to compel them to live upright 
and holy.  We did just that every week. 
 
After several seasons, our small television ministry began to 
grow. People began to help and volunteer at the little station 
where we produced the program. Letters and thank you cards 
showed up in our mailbox expressing how much the viewers 
appreciated our efforts.  Based on this response, we made a 
decision to expand to other television stations. I don’t recall God 
ever telling us to do that, we just thought it was a “good idea.” 
But I later learned that a good idea isn’t necessarily a “God 
idea.” We got caught up in what our viewers had to say in their 
letters. If they thought we needed more musical guests, we 
accommodated. If they thought we needed less preaching and 
more teaching, we did it. The truth of the matter is, we depended 
on the opinions of people for our decisions more than the 
leading of God. We came up with all kinds of creative ways to 
make money to be on more stations, but they all failed. We were 
terribly hindered and distracted by our pride. We became men 
pleasers and not God pleasers. We began to struggle and fell 
away from the very thing that brought us together, the voice of 
God. 
 
When we are hindered by external things such as people’s 
opinions, we will get off track and will not hear from God. 
Following are some of these external hindrances. 
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EXTERNAL HINDRANCES TO HEARING  

FROM GOD 
 

1) Other People’s Opinion.  
 
There is a dangerous, infectious disease that is designed to 
knock us off track and away from the perfect will of God. It’s 
called “OPO”, other people’s opinion. OPO hinders God’s 
Word from directing our life. Sure, there are certain people God 
has given us to speak to our life and situations, like our pastor or 
a spiritual counselor, but there are other people whose opinion 
we need to take before the Lord before we accept it as truth. 
This may even refer to people who are close to us who may 
think they know what is best for us, such as our mother or father 
or a well-intentioned grandmother. 
 
The way Mr. Smith started his church, for example, may not be 
the way God wants us to start a ministry. God deals with Mr. 
Smith completely different from the way He deals with, say, Mr. 
Jones. He deals with you and me as individuals, one on one. If 
we take what God said to Mr. Smith and make it gospel in our 
life, we will probably get dissimilar results. We can learn from 
how God dealt with Mr. Smith, but we need to hear from God 
for ourselves. So when Mr. Smith offers advice, based on his 
experience, we should just smile and say “thank you,” then talk 
to God about it before we act. We cannot live a successful 
spiritual life by living off of other people’s experiences. The just 
shall live by faith, not the popular opinion of the day. 
 
On many occasions, God’s instructions to us will not be the 
popular or the easiest thing to do. Elijah challenged the popular 
opinion of his day by asking the prophets of the false god Baal 
in 1 Kings 18:21, “How long will you falter between two 
opinions? If the LORD be God, follow him; but if Baal, then 
follow him.”  The people who heard this powerful saying were 
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forced to make a decision. Those who chose to follow the Lord 
took heed to the word of God and were not killed. But all those 
who followed the opinions of Baal were ultimately executed, 
including the priest. 
 
What people think should never be more important than what 
God says! 
 
Many people try to obtain wealth by schemes and other “good 
ideas.” But, as I said earlier, there’s a big difference between a 
good idea and “God idea.” A God idea is anointed with 
provision; it is guaranteed to work; we can take it to the bank. 
We don’t have to try to make it work, God will see to it that it 
does. When we carry out a God idea, it is sweatless victory, but 
a good idea is full of presumption and assumption and, in some 
cases, foolishness. It might work or it might not, it’s a gamble. 
We can waste valuable time and resources on something that 
will not produce. That is why we have to know ourselves if we 
heard from God. 
 
2) Traditions of Men 
There is only one thing more powerful than the Word of God 
and that is the traditions of men, a major hindrance to hearing 
from God. We should question every tradition in our life. 
What’s the purpose? Where did it come from? Who made it up? 
Jesus said bad tradition nullifies the Word of God from being 
effective: 
 

Thus you have made the commandment of God of 
no effect by your tradition.(Matthew 15:6)  

 
Traditions, good and bad, are handed down from generation to 
generation in the form of information to develop beliefs, habits, 
practices, and customs.  
 
A good tradition is a “current” expression of truth which comes 
out of a man’s heart. For example, daily prayer and the study of 
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God’s Word is a good tradition if we are doing it because we 
have an earnest desire to communicate with the Lord. In 
addition to the Lord telling us in His written Word to pray and 
study, we understand the reason why we are praying and 
studying. Consequently, we rise early each morning to spend 
time with the Lord Jesus and we pass this tradition along to our 
children and our grandchildren. We do these things as an 
expression of our love towards God and because it is written in 
the Bible, not simply because someone told us to do it.   
 
There is a tremendous blessing in expressing God’s Word in His 
ordained way. But the hindrance comes when our man-made 
expressions of the truth is passed along through the generations. 
Then it is easy for the truth to be diluted by the tradition and, 
ultimately, the truth is substituted by the tradition.  
 
Let’s take, for example, the well-known tradition such as 
attending 11:00 a.m. Sunday service. How and when did this 
begin? Undoubtedly, someone found the truth in the Bible that 
stated,  “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is, but [encouraging] one another, and so 
much the more, as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). 
As families and small groups sought to express this truth, it was 
convenient for these people from miles around to gather and 
fellowship on Sunday mornings when most people did not work. 
Household chores such as laundry was forbidden. That’s simply 
how many traditions develop. 
 
But times have changed and we live in a diverse economy and 
many people now work on Sunday, such as gas attendants, 
grocers, shift workers, and medical professionals. Would it be 
unusual to hold another service besides the 11:00 Sunday 
service to accommodate those who cannot attend this morning 
service? If a church is locked into tradition, it wouldn’t even be 
considered because “that is the way we have always done it.”  
When this type of attitude occurs and God chooses us to express 
the truth in a new and better way, we will not be open to hear 



 

124 
 

from Him because our hearts are incarcerated in tradition.  
 
That’s what happened with the Pharisees. In their attempt to 
enforce Moses’ law on a wicked generation and in their love for 
God, they sought the commandment, “Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8). They came up with all 
kinds of creative and imaginative ways to do this. But before 
long their well-intended concepts became tradition and were not 
flexible to change. Finally, their expression of the truth was now 
exalted over the very truth itself. 
 
So when the Truth Himself, Jesus, showed up with a new and 
better way to express the truth, the Pharisees and other people of 
the day (the church) rejected Him and His expression of the 
truth. Because of the blindness of their tradition, they even did 
not like it when Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, healed a man on 
Sunday. They thought that was outrageous when actually it was 
a new and better way to accomplish the will of God in 
someone’s life. Jesus was trying to get the church’s attention off 
the tradition and on Him, the Truth. But the religious people did 
not want any part of it. That’s why Jesus sadly said: 
 

All too well you reject the commandment of God, 
that you may keep your own tradition....Making 
the word of God of no effect through your 
tradition....  (Mark 7:9,13) 

 
Do we set aside the commandments of God to preserve our 
traditions? If we, our family or church do, we are being hindered 
from hearing from God. 
 
To prove my point, here are two truths found in the Bible from 
the Old and New Testaments: Remember the Sabbath and keep 
it holy, and do not forsake the assembling of ourselves. These 
are two absolute truths and, of course, should not be violated. 
But our expression of the truth must be led by the Holy Spirit 
who constantly breaks “man-made” traditions while upholding 
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the standards of God. To break out of tradition in our life to hear 
from God, we must seek the leadership of the Holy Spirt by 
asking Him, “Is there a new and better way to accomplish the 
will of God in my life and ministry than the way I’ve been doing 
it?” God is eager to let us know!  We need the courage to 
change our behavior and promptly implement what He wants. 
God will preserve our life and ministry, not tradition. 

...but they put new wine into new wineskins, and 
both are preserved. (Matthew 9:17) 

 
 
3) Wrong Teaching 

Another major hindrance from consistently hearing from God is 
wrong teaching. 
 
How do we know if a preacher or Bible study leader is teaching 
heresy? The answer: we must study and understand the 
scriptures for ourselves. 
 

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 

 (2 Timothy 2:15) 
 
People caught up in false religions such as Muslim, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, Buddhism, and others outside of Christianity, are not 
in a position to hear from the true and living God. They hear bits 
and pieces of the truth mixed with erroneous statements about 
the truth which equals heresy, a lie. They are not hearing from 
God, but rather from man’s “spiritual” experience. 
 
It is extremely important, however, that we get to the proper 
church where God called us to be. He has a local church for 
each and every Christian. Every church is not the same. Some 
preach the Word of God, some don’t. Some have the ability to 
minister to our needs, some don’t. 
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So how do we know when we are in the right church, hearing 
the right word for our life at the right time? The answer: We 
know we are in the right church when all of our needs are met. 
For example, God led Elijah to a certain brook, the brook called 
Cherith, and there He met all of the prophet’s needs. There were 
many other brooks in the area that Elijah could have visited, but 
God had a certain place in mind for him. God fed him by 
sending ravens with bread and fresh water. Elijah desired 
nothing because he was at the place where God called him to be 
(1 Kings 17:2-6). 
 
Churches are like brooks of water. There are many of them that 
may look and sound pleasing, but there is only one that God has 
called us to attend. Just like Elijah, when we show up at the 
place where we are supposed to be, God will meet us there to 
perform miracles and feed us with knowledge and 
understanding so that we grow in every area of our life. If we 
are not being fed the Word of God and growing spiritually 
where we are now, more than likely we are not hearing from 
God every week as we should. 
 
We’ve all had the experience of hearing a preacher preach and it 
seemed as though he was talking directly to us. We wanted to 
shout, “How did you know that about me!” Actually the 
preacher did not know that fact about our life, but God did and 
shared it with the preacher to help correct or excel the situation. 
We were in the right church at the right time doing the right 
thing. To me, that’s a wonderful experience! 
 
During the time my fiancee’ (now wife) and I were planning our 
wedding, I was a little nervous about taking on the new 
responsibility of marriage, family, house, the possibility of 
children, finances, the whole deal. A month before our wedding 
date, my pastor announced he was led to hold a week-long 
marriage conference. I said, “Thank you, Jesus, that just what I 
needed.” Needless to say, that conference greatly prepared me 
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for the most magnificent event of my life. Without it, I probably 
would have made a lot of mistakes, but they were all avoided. 
What I learned in that conference is still blessing me even today. 
 
What is the church? The church is the “called out” or the 
“assembly”. In this place of gathering God has chosen to place 
His name, His presence, His spirit to bless, heal, and give 
insight and salvation. Here God chooses to meet His people 
collectively. In our private place with Him, He meets us through 
prayer, the Word, praise, and love. But in the congregation, at 
the time of assembling, He meets us together as Governor, 
Shepherd, and Leader. He does this through our chosen man or 
woman of God, our pastor. 
 
This anointed person must be someone we trust. The Bible says, 
“...believe his prophet, so shall ye prosper.” The prosperity in 
our life depends on our level of trust for our man or woman of 
God. That is the person we should allow to speak into our life, 
rebuke and correct us as necessary, and help raise our family to 
the next level in our spiritual life. Every man or woman in the 
Bible was held accountable to someone else. That’s God’s 
perfect order. 
 
Although we may trust the messengers of God wholeheartedly, 
it is still our responsibility to search out everything they say. 
Yes, God uses them to speak to us, but they are still in the 
natural and do, at times, make mistakes. They are the Lord’s 
anointed, but for our own edification and clear understanding, 
we should study for ourselves and ask questions when 
appropriate. This will help us avoid wrong teachings and ensure 
we are hearing clearly from the Lord and not a human. 
 

...And how shall they hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring 
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glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:14,15) 
 

 
 
 
 

Internal Hindrances to Hearing From God 
 
External hindrances to hearing from God are the things that 
occur from the outside forces, while internal hindrances are 
caused by our own actions. 

 
1. Unbelief 

 
Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God; (Hebrews 3:12) 

 
Unbelief causes a staggering effect upon a Christian’s life and 
separates us from the presence of God. Paul calls unbelief 
“evil.”. 
 
The first time I heard my pastor preach a sermon relative to 
tithing, I said, “I don’t believe God wants me to give Him 10 
percent of everything that I earn. After all, that’s my money, I 
can do what I want. Doesn’t God know that I have bills to pay?”  
Although I saw benefits of tithing in the Scriptures for myself, I 
had an evil heart of unbelief. It frustrated my relationship with 
God. 
 
We must be careful to guard our heart against things that we see, 
but don’t understand. Judging what we don’t comprehend can 
hinder our hearing. 
 
It takes belief to obtain the awesome promises of God. I studied 
how Abraham manifested everything that God promised him. It 
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is interesting to note that Abraham became the Father of Many 
Nations simply by believing God. 
In the book of Genesis, God introduced Himself to Abram (He 
later changed his name to Abraham) and made some wonderful 
promises. He promised that He would make Abram’s name 
great, furnish him with wealth and long life, and make an 
everlasting covenant with him. God even promised Abram a 
son.  
 
Those are some terrific promises, but I am sure it was hard to 
believe the last promise about having a baby. Abram was 99 
years old at the time!  And Sarah, his wife, was 90!  As a 
matter of fact, the Bible records in Genesis 17:17 and Genesis 
18:12  that on two separate occasions Abraham and Sarah 
laughed when they heard these sayings!  We, too, have read 
things in the Bible and said, “I find that hard to believe!” That is 
the way Abraham and his wife felt. 
 
The only thing Abram had to do was to believe what he heard 
and live upright. But I am sure it was hard. It was as though I 
had knocked on someone’s door and promised to give them $10  
million to leave their family and follow me around for 25  
years. They would probably tell me to get away from their front 
door and call the police! 
 
So what did Abram do with all these promises from a God that 
he didn’t know? How did Abram get his son, the wealth, the 
famous name, the long life, and birth an entire nation within a 
25-year period? The answer is found in Romans 4:16-21: 
 

Therefore it is of faith that it might be according 
to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all 
the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but 
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, 
who is the father of us all(As it written, I have 
made you a father of many nations,) in the 
presence of Him whom he believed—God, who 
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gives life to the dead and calls those things which 
do not exist as though they did; who, contrary to 
hope, in hope believed, so that he became the 
father of many nations, according to what was 
spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 
 
And not being weak in faith, he did not consider 
his own body, already dead (since he was about a 
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb.  

 
He did not waiver at the promise of God through 
unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving 
glory to God, And being fully convinced that 
what He had promised He was also able to 
perform. (emphasis added). 

 
Abraham was fully persuaded that God was able to deliver what 
He promised. He rejected unbelief by being “strong in faith.” If 
unbelief would have crept into Abraham’s heart, the promises 
would have been meaningless and he would have died 
unfulfilled. 
 
Why do some Christians prosper in the things of God more than 
others? God is not a respecter of persons, but He is a respecter 
of faith. Where there is unbelief, God can do no mighty works 
in our life or ministry. 
 
When Jesus visited His hometown to minister, many people 
were offended by His authoritative words. He was prepared to 
perform miraculous healings and other works, but sadly, 
Matthew 13:58 reads, “And he did not many mighty works there 
because of their unbelief.” Faith activates the promises of God 
in our life, unbelief hinders them. How many miracles have we 
missed out on because of a lack of faith in God? If the Word of 
God says, “you are the head and not the tail,” do we really 
believe it? 
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The number one way to increase our faith and destroy the spirit 
of unbelief is by executing Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  Faith comes by 
hearing the anointed, uncompromised, preached Word of God. 
We can listen to audio tapes, watch videos, and attend seminars 
and church conferences of anointed men and women of God to 
help build our faith.  
 
I like what one popular televangelist proclaims, “You don’t 
have any problems at all; all you need is faith in God!”  
 
 

2. An Undeveloped Human Spirit 
 
An undeveloped human spirit will hinder our ability to 
effectively communicate with God. 
 

The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord....” 
(Proverbs 20:27) 

 
As mentioned in Chapter 5, the Lord utilizes our spirit to 
enlighten us and guide us. When He speaks to our spirit, it is 
like a fire that brings illumination to a dark situation. 
 
We need to become more conscious of the fact that we are spirit 
beings, not just mental and physical.  A major hindrance for 
Christians is that they are more physical-conscience than 
spiritual-conscience. Just as a man’s body can be trained and 
developed, so can a man’s spirit. Because we are not aware of 
the “hidden man of the heart” as Peter called  it, we starve our 
spirit by not feeding it Scriptures. 
 
Just as we need to feed our physical body with good foods such 
as vegetables, fruits, proteins, vitamins, and so on, to keep it 
healthy and fit, we should equally feed our spirit to keep it fit. 
Our physical body requires exercise to maintain its strength and 
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durability; likewise our spirit needs the same attention with the 
Word of God. Our spirit requires training, development, and 
cultivation so that we can safely rely on it as a guide. Just as we 
cannot rely on an undeveloped muscle that we haven’t used in 
years to lift a 500-pound weight, neither can we rely on an 
undeveloped spirit to accurately and consistently hear from God. 
 
If we peeled away our flesh, would we see a strong spirit man or 
a skinny, wimpish spirit starving to be fed?  
I travel often, speaking and preaching around the United States. 
At one point I was spending more time preaching than I was 
feeding my spirit. Ministers of the gospel need to know that 
there is a difference between studying for a sermon and reading 
to feed their spirit. When we’re studying for a sermon, it’s for 
God to use us to speak to others, but reading to feed our spirit is 
for God to speak to us. Because I wasn’t studying for my own 
personal edification, I was sluggish, listless, without passion.  
By the end of the month, my spirit was so weak that it affected 
my physical body and my thought life. I noticed that my mind 
was more prone to think negative thoughts and my body was 
more susceptible to sickness. On the brink of depression, I 
couldn’t figure out what was happening. Finally, after praying 
about it, I asked the Lord why I was feeling this way. He said, 
“Because your spirit is weak.” 
 
I said, “Am I not praying enough?” 
 
The Lord said, “It is not your prayer life that I am concerned 
with, it is your ‘Word-life’ that is lacking. You should always 
have your heart full of my Word. When you minister, you 
should teach and preach out of the fullness of your heart, out of 
the overflow of your spirit. You have been speaking for months 
out of a empty spirit and it has caused you to be weak in your 
body and susceptible to things of the enemy. By spending time 
with my Word every day, you are spending time with me. Put 
my word in your heart and you will become whole.” 
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Then the spirit of God led me to Proverbs 4:20-22: 
 

My son, give attention to my words;  
     Incline your ear to my sayings. 
     Do not let them depart from your eyes;  

Keep them in the midst of your heart; 
     For they are life to those who find them,  

  And health to all their flesh. 
 
The wisdom of God released me from my depression and 
sickness by teaching me how to build and train my spirit to 
protect me from all attacks. Here are four guides to develop 
and strengthen our human spirit to increase our fellowship 
with God. 
 
 A) Meditate on the Scriptures 
 B) Make the Scriptures paramount 
 C) Practice the Scriptures 
 D) Be willing to obey our spirit 
 
A) Meditate on the Scriptures 
 
Meditating on the written word of God is a lot like squeezing 
oranges to get orange juice into a glass so we can receive the 
nutritional value from it. Through meditation, we are squeezing 
God’s word into our mind, to get it in our heart, to receive 
wisdom. 
The most deeply spiritual men and women I know are those who 
give time to meditation in the Scriptures. They ponder and think 
about a Scripture while they are working, driving, flying on an 
airplane, eating dinner, preparing for bed. Every waking minute, 
their thoughts are on the Word of God. 
 
God made it clear to Joshua just after Moses’ death that the key 
to prosperity and success in ministry was directly attributed to 
meditation on His Word. 
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 “This Book of the Law shall not depart from 
your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and 
night, that you may observe to do according to all 
that is written in it. For then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then you will have good 
success." (Joshua 1:8) 

 
God desired for Joshua to be prosperous and successful, just as 
He wants you us to be prosperous and successful. 
If we want to do something great in life, we need to find a 
scripture that supports what we are trying to accomplish and 
meditate on it. We can speak it aloud or to ourselves, then write 
it down and put it in a prominent place in our home as a 
reminder. To meditate means to contemplate, ponder, reflect, 
study, deliberate. It means to roll over in our mind over and over 
again until we memorize it. At that point, it will become a part 
of us. This is truly “spiritual development.” Our spirit will thank 
us! 
B) Make the Scriptures Paramount 
 
For every Christian who desires to walk with God, the written 
Word of God must be given first place. The training, educating, 
and developing of our spirits come by giving God’s Word top 
priority in our lives. Let examine what God says in Proverbs 
4:20-22 again: 
 

...Attend to my words [give them heed, put them 
first place]; incline your ear to my sayings [be alert 
to what I have to say]. Let them not depart from 
your eyes [keep an eye on my word]; keep them [the 
word] in the midst of your heart. 

 
Why does God tell us to put His Word first in our life? Because, 
“they” [the words of God] are life unto those that find them, 
and health to all their flesh” (emphasis added).  The Hebrew 
word for health in this passage of scripture is translated 
“medicine”. That is a rich dividend for keeping God’s Word in 
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our heart. If the word is in our heart, then life and healing is also 
in our heart. That is why I felt lethargic and was prone to 
sickness, because I was not seeking God’s Word for my own 
life. But God has taught us how to destroy depression and 
sickness forever, by giving the Scriptures first place and top 
priority in our lives. 
 
Making scriptures a top priority prepares our heart to hear the 
voice of God. An occasional Bible study will not get the job 
done. The study of the Scriptures must become paramount. 
 
 “Wisdom is the principal thing...”  (Proverbs 4:7) 
 
Wisdom, simply put, is the Word of God; the Word of God, 
simply put, is wisdom. Every time God speaks, He speaks 
wisdom. Proverbs 4:7 declares that the wisdom (the Word of 
God) is the principal thing, or the primary component, the chief 
ingredient, the dominant part. To get an understanding of the 
relationship between wisdom and the Word, let’s read Proverbs 
chapter 4 and substitute “wisdom” for the “Word of God” and 
we will realize how important the Scriptures are to us in hearing 
from God. 
 

Get wisdom [the Word of God], get understanding; 
forget it [the Word of God] not; neither decline 
from the words of my mouth. Forsake her [the 
Word of God] not, and she [the Word of God] 
shall preserve you; love her [the Word of God], 
and she [the Word of God] shall keep you. 

 
Wisdom [the Word of God] is the principal thing; 
therefore, get wisdom [the Word of God]; and with 
all your getting, get understanding. 

 
Exalt her [the Word of God], and she shall 
promote thee, she [the Word of God] shall bring 
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you to honor, when you embrace her [the Word of 
God]. She [the Word of God] shall give to your 
head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory shall 
she [the Word of God] deliver to you.  

 
Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, and the 
years of your life will be many. I have taught you 
in the way of wisdom [the Word of God];  I 
have led you right paths. When you walk your 
steps will not be hinderd, and when you run, you 
will not stumble. 

 
Take firm hold of instruction; do not let [the Word 
of God] go. Keep her [the Word of God]; for she 
[the Word of God] is your life.  

 (Proverbs 4:5-13, emphasis added) 
 
 
C) Practice the Scriptures 

A major part of training our born-again spirit is to practice the 
Scriptures that we may be a doer of the written Word of God.  
 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. (James 1:22) 

 
There are many “talkers about the Word” in the body of Christ 
today. Even within our large congregations we have a multitude 
of “hearers of the Word”, but we don’t have many “doers of the 
Word.” 
 
A doer of the Word does primarily what the New Testament 
tells him to do. If the Word instructs us to pray for our enemies, 
a doer says, “O.K., I’ll pray for my enemies even when I don’t 
want to.” If the Word declares that we should be anxious for 
nothing, a doer says, “I’ll ensure that whatever comes up in my 
life, I’ll trust God to help me through it, but I will not be 



 

137 
 

anxious.” If the Word commands us to flee fornication, a doer of 
the Word will keep fornication out of his life. Why? Because a 
doer simply does what he reads in Scripture. 
 
Our God is a God of purpose. As doers of the Word, we 
understand that if God tells us to do something by way of the 
Scriptures, it can be done and it is for a reason. We really cannot 
reap the benefits of the Word without being a doer of the Word. 
As an example of doing the Word and receiving the benefits, let 
us observe the instructions God gave to us in the book of 
Philippians: 
 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; (Philippians 
4:6) 

 
Most people don’t mind doing the part that says to pray, but 
some of us have a problem with the “be careful for nothing” 
part. Doing part of the verse and not the whole verse is not 
practicing the Word, however, if we do that, we are not a doer 
of the Word. 
 
Another translation of Philippians 4:6 says “Do not fret or have 
anxiety for anything” (amp).  In other words, we need not 
worry about anything, but we can take our cares to God in the 
form of a request. If we are going to fret and worry about a 
situation, we might as well not make our requests known 
because a prayer full of earthly care and doubt will not work, 
only prayers full of faith and hope. We will not hear from God 
in a fretful, worried state of mind. I understand it is easy to 
become so fretful about something that we cannot eat or sleep. 
I’ve been like that a few times in my life. But all we have to do 
is practice the Word as it says in Philippians 4:6 and we will 
receive the benefits found in the next verse: 
 

and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
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understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 
Everyone wants the benefits in verse 7, but very few of us are 
willing to pay the price of verse 6. By obeying verse 6, however, 
God has promised to provide us with peace and take care of our 
heart and mind. While other people who went through similar 
tough situations, as we did, experienced mental and emotional 
problems, we were able to maintain stability because of heeding 
verse 6! 
 
Can we keep the results of verse 7 without being a doer of the 
Word? No. Verse 6 tells us not to be anxious about anything 
because eventually that kind of thinking will lead to depression; 
verse 7 provides us with the benefits of doing verse 6, but verse 
8 tells us where we should focus our thoughts: 
 

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 
(Philippians 4:8) 

 
We must practice verse 8. Many people consistently think about 
the wrong things; we can tell by the way they talk. They speak 
words of unbelief and doubt. They live on the negative side of 
life. But practicing verse 8 will put us on the positive side of life 
and excel us to be used greatly by God. The Bible says, “...out of 
the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). 
When we open our mouth, good, honest, and pure things will 
come forth because of what we have been practicing. Practice 
does make perfect! 
 
D) Be Willing to Obey Your Spirit 
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As we sensitize our spirit with the written Word of God (the 
words of the Bible), our spirit will begin to mature and we will 
hear the Holy Spirit’s voice clearer and clearer. Remember, 
“The spirit of man is the lamp of the LORD” (Proverbs 20:27). Our 
spirit has within it the very life and nature of God, and God, in 
the form of the Holy Spirit, dwells in our spirit. The Holy Spirit 
speaks to our human spirit, not of Himself, but of the things 
spoken by the Father.  
 
When we have properly trained and developed our human spirit 
with the Word of God, we will perceive things differently. Our 
spirit may tell us to take a different route to work in the 
morning. We should obey it; it could save us hours of traffic 
time or even our life.  
We can trust our conscience to make wise decisions. The hidden 
man of the heart will become more real to us and we can safely 
be led by this inner voice. We are now in a position to receive 
God’s spoken Word because we are full of His written word. 
 
To keep the flow of this power alive in our heart, when our 
spirit speaks to us, we must obey it. Obedience is the key to a 
sound relationship with God. Every act of obedience reaps 
rewards, every act of disobedience reaps consequences. When 
we hear from our born-again spirit and we choose to ignore it, 
there will be repercussions that could have been avoided. If we 
continue in disobedience, it will harden our heart, and will make 
it harder for us to hear the wise counsel of our heart, let alone 
hear the voice of God. 
 

If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the 
good of the land;  (Isaiah 1:19) 

 
If we are willing to obey but do not actually obey, we will not 
eat the good of the land. Also, if we are obedient but not 
necessarily willing, we will not eat the good of the land. But a 
combination of willingness and obedience will bring success. 
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3. A Hard Heart 
 
Another major hindrance that prevents people from hearing 
from God is a hard heart. A hard heart is one that is full of 
unforgiveness, bitterness, strife, jealousy, and envy. These 
things will harden our heart, and make it harder to hear. 
  
 
In the natural, with an improper diet of greasy, fatty, fried foods, 
the arteries of a physical heart will harden and prevent blood 
flow. The result of this blockage and hardening of the arteries 
can result in heart failure, stroke, and even death. It is difficult 
to live a productive life with advanced coronary disease without 
open heart surgery to remove this fibrous tissue in the arteries. 
Likewise, our spiritual heart can be hardened by sins such as 
resentfulness, strife, anger, and other ungodly spirits. It is 
difficult to live a productive Spirit-filled life without the power 
of God flowing through it.  Trouble awaits a man who lives 
with a hard heart. 
 

Happy is the man who is always reverent,  
But he who hardens his heart will fall into 
calamity. (Proverbs 28:14) 

 
Past hurts and unresolved feelings can harden our hearts and 
cloud our perception of God.  
 
We also must be careful not to blame God for the negative 
things in our past. This could lead to the disease that I call the 
MAG disease, the “mad-at-God” disease. 
 
Perhaps someone close to us died, or we were abused as a child, 
or our house burned down. It’s easy to blame someone for these 
negative things. With many people, the logical person to blame 
is God, but in actuality God had nothing to do with the terrible 
things in our past.  
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I counseled one lady about her difficulty to hear from God. 
After several brief questions regarding her current spiritual life, 
it came out that she recently divorced her husband after ten 
years of physical abuse. She was afraid to leave him before 
because she feared he would kill her. She finally did divorce 
him but the pain and the scars left on her heart ran deep. She 
still suffered nightmares. Sadly, she blamed God for her past 
and her present condition. While in counseling she cried, 
“Where was God when my husband was hitting me? Isn’t God 
in control of everything?” 
 
“Not exactly,” I told her. 
 
This lady harbored a lot of pain in her heart which presented 
itself in the form of unforgiveness, anger, bitterness, and 
disappointment and hindered her ability to have true fellowship 
with the Father. She was in great need of deliverance.  
 
Heart surgery with the scalpel of the Word of God had to be 
performed so she could live a productive spiritual life and 
become the woman of God the Lord had called her to be. I 
realized she could not get a grasp of what God had for her in the 
future if she kept holding onto the negative things in her past. 
 
There is nothing that a counselor can say in two minutes that 
will wipe away ten years of pain. It takes months of constant 
counseling to ease the hurt. But I advised this lady that the best 
place for her to start was in the area of forgiveness. Once she 
tackled unforgiveness, I told her, the anger and bitterness and 
pain would begin to slip away and her heart would be healed. 
And once her heart was right before God, she then could listen 
to God to see what she should do next.  
 
With her current hard heart,  I knew her fellowship with God 
would be limited. I advised her to meditate on how Jesus 
forgave her sin, and welcomed her into the family of God. I 
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gave her many scriptures to read everyday concerning 
forgiveness and also asked her to pray for her ex-husband that 
he might be delivered. That was very hard for her to do, but it 
led to her personal deliverance. 
 
I assured her that Jesus came to heal her broken heart and to set 
her free from emotional pain: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has 
anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor;  
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captivesAnd recovery of 
sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are 
oppressed;  (Luke 4:18, emphasis added) 

 
The lady is doing very well today. The last time I spoke with her 
she shouted, “Thank you, thank you, thank you. The Lord told 
me to start a business to get out of debt!” Sounds like God to 
me. 
 

4. Willful Disobedience and Neglect 
 
For those of who are around children, isn’t it frustrating when 
we tell them what to do three times and they still don’t do it? 
The same, willful disobedience and neglect will hinder us  
from hearing the voice of God. 
 
I was a typical youngster who absolutely hated cleaning my 
room, even though I knew it would please my mother if I did it. 
She even taught me how to do it, and I understood the objective, 
so why didn’t I do it? As my mother would say, I was 
“hard-headed.” In other words, I was disobedient, defiant, 
rebellious, and unruly. Does God mention any of these things 
when He thinks about us? I hope not, but as spiritual adults, we 
all have our childlike disobedient moments. 
 
There are many types of disobedience, but here are a few: 
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Delayed disobedience: putting God off until it is 

convenient 
 
Willful disobedience: openly disobeying God 

 
Omission disobedience: disobeying God but not 
realizing it 

 
In God’s eyes disobedience in any form is still sin, including 
omission disobedience. Just because we didn’t have the 
knowledge that gossip was a sin while we were committing it, 
we are still held accountable for the act of gossip. 
 
Let’s go back to my childhood. If we look at the act of 
disobedience regarding my bedroom, it will help us realize how 
our disobedience frustrates the heart of God and prevents His 
will from being accomplished in our life. 
I heard the words of my mother the night before, “CLEAN UP 
YOUR BEDROOM IN THE MORNING BEFORE YOU 
LEAVE FOR SCHOOL.” As a nine-year-old boy, that was a 
hard chore. So I thought about it. (At that point I was in delayed 
disobedience. When God speaks to us, instead of obeying, we 
stop and think about all it involves.) That meant, I had to get up 
earlier than I was used to, then discipline myself to change the 
sheets and make the bed, put away the games and toys I had on 
the floor, take a bath, get dressed, and be downstairs for 
breakfast before 7:30 with my homework finished. When I 
heard the words of my mother, all of that responsibility went 
through my mind. So I didn’t do it. It was too much for me to 
bear; after all, I was only nine. (This is called willful 
disobedience. When God speaks to us, we know what we have 
to do but we allow our mind to talk us out of obeying.) 
 
What I didn’t know on one particular day was that my mother 
was bringing over a childhood friend that we had moved away 
from several years ago. She planned to drop him off after school 
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because she knew how much I missed him. When I got home, 
there was my friend, Dennis. I was so happy to see him. We 
immediately ran up to my room so I could show him my cool 
video games. We walked in the room and, embarrassingly, the 
room was a mess. I was ashamed. (This is omission 
disobedience. We may not always understand the purpose of 
why God is advising us to do what He said, but it is in our best 
interest to discipline ourselves and obey. We’ll thank Him 
later!). 
If I would have allowed to myself to continue in disobedience, I 
would have then entered into neglect. The room that my mother 
commanded me to maintain and keep clean eventually would 
have been ruined, and neglect would have taken its toll. 
 
As Christians, we cannot afford to neglect spending time with 
God in prayer, or neglect giving tithes and offering, or neglect 
reading His Word, or neglect spreading the gospel.  God has 
called us to do great things, neglect will prevent it from 
happening. 
 

“My sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord 
has chosen you to stand before Him, to serve 
Him, and that you should minister to Him and 
burn incense.” [give offerings]. (2Chronicles 29:11). 

 
I literally witness thousands of people turning their lives over to 
Jesus every year. I also see many of those new Christians return 
back to the very sin that God delivered them from. I asked the 
Lord why so many Christians start out on fire, preaching to 
everyone they see, but soon lose that passion. He said it was 
because they “neglect” the things of God. 
 
Neglect means to give little attention or respect to leave undone 
and unattended through carelessness.  When a person operates 
in neglect, he allows things to “slip”. As a result of neglect, 
many people ignore the very thing that will prosper them. Paul, 
in the book of Hebrews, tried to get the people to pay attention 
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to God’s Word. He warned them that if they handled the Word 
carelessly, they would pay the penalty-- judgment.  
 

Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to 
the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For 
if the word spoken through angels proved 
steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just reward, 

  
how shall we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who 
heard Him, (Hebrews 2:1-3) 

 
We must become sensitive to our conscience and pay close 
attention to what God is doing around us, even if our present 
situation seems hopeless. We must discipline ourselves to pray 
and study God’s Word everyday–alone and with our family. 
When Paul warns “don’t let it slip,” he meant, “don’t 
compromise.” If we uphold the standard, God will uphold us! 
 
My wife’s testimony in the introduction to this book told how 
she experienced two lumps on her breasts. After an exam, the 
doctor suggested surgery to remove the growths. The surgery 
would be done under general anesthesia.  
 
Several weeks before the surgery, while shopping in a drugstore, 
the Lord instructed my wife to buy a home pregnancy test. At 
the time, the words seemed foolish to her as we had been trying 
unsuccessfully for four years to conceive. Years of 
disappointment and devastation left us wondering if having 
children was the will of God for us.  
 
She obeyed the voice, however, and took the test. It was 
positive! After expressing her exuberance before the Lord, He 
spoke to her again. If she would have had the surgery,  the 
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general anesthesia probably would have killed our baby.  
 
 

Obedience always brings rewards, disobedience always reap 
consequences. 

 
 
 
What we covered in this chapter: 
 
External Hindrances to Hearing From God 
 
 1) Other People’s Opinion 
 2) Traditions of Men 
 3) Wrong Teaching 
 
Internal Hindrances to Hearing from God 
 
 1) Unbelief 
 2) An Undeveloped Human Spirit 

  A) How to Sharpen Your Spirit  

   a) Meditate on the Scriptures 
   b) Make the Scriptures paramount 
   c) Practice the Scriptures 
   d) Be willing to obey the Spirit 
 
 3) A Hard Heart 
 4) Willful Disobedience and Neglect 
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Chapter 7 

 
 
 
 

I’VE HEARD FROM GOD, 
NOW WHAT? 

 
Putting Legs to What We Heard 

 
 
 
 

While I was on active duty for several years in the United 
States Army, I knew during war-time it was critical that every 
soldier clearly understood the purpose of the mission and the 
exact direction of the target. We couldn’t advance without first 
receiving our “marching orders.” 
 
Christians, not hearing from God, are like lost soldiers behind 
enemy lines without a weapon. It is critical to every believer 
that he or she receives their marching orders on a daily basis. 
Whether we are in full-time ministry, an entrepreneur, a 
housewife, a salesperson or whatever, regardless of our 
vocation, the success of any God-given vision is based on our 
ability to obtain our orders from the Lord.  
 
How do we know when we hear from God? As discussed in 
Chapter 1, the following six questions serve as guidelines to 
determine if we, in fact, did hear from the Lord. If the answer is 
“no” to any question, it wasn’t the voice of the God that we 
heard. If the answer is “yes” to all six questions, it is safe to say 
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that it was the Lord. 
  

1. Do the words you heard require faith? 
  

2. Do you need God’s help to accomplish the instructions? 
 
3. Do the words require courage? 

 
4. Do the words go against natural rationalization? 

 
5. Is the peace of God in your heart? 

 
6. Does what you heard line up with scripture 

 
God can communicate to us through a sermon, a Sunday school 
lesson, a song, a prophet, or a leading of our spirit--any way He 
chooses. To be positively sure that it is God speaking to us, we 
can filter the words through the above guidelines (see Chapter 1 
for detailed explanations).  These guidelines will serve as a 
“deception detector” and take care of the haunting question, 
“Was that you, Lord, or the devil, or my flesh? After reading the 
first six chapters of this book, we can know! Many Christians 
live in doubt, searching for some sort of confirmation of their 
calling, but now that we know how to hear from God, the doubt 
can be removed. 
 
Now what? We have heard from the Lord. He has given us an 
assignment, a task, a vision, orders. Once we have concluded 
that it is God, let’s put legs to what we heard--taking what we 
heard in the spirit realm and making it a reality in the natural. 
 
Before we discuss the “7 Procedures to Follow After God 
Speaks,” we should already be operating in basic Christian 
principles such as praying, fasting, giving, tithing, loving 
people, studying the Word, and staying out of sin. I call these 
principles “spiritual vital signs” because they keep us alive 
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spiritually. Our spiritual vital signs should be checked everyday 
as they are critical to our fellowship with God and our ability to 
hear His voice (see Chapter 4, “A Heart to Hear”). 

 
7 Procedures to Follow After God Speaks 

 
Okay, God has spoken to us to begin an assignment. We have 
received our orders and it is time to execute what we heard. The 
following seven procedures will help us bring into focus the 
Word of the Lord and bring the assignment from the spirit realm 
into the tangible, touchable, natural realm. These procedures are 
like gold; we should memorize them. 
 
1) Thank Him For Speaking 
 
The first step when God speaks to us is to thank Him for His 
willingness to get involved in our life. “Oh, give thanks to the 
Lord! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the 
peoples! (Psalm 105:1).  
 
Let’s not take for granted God’s awesome activity in our lives 

the way the nine lepers did in Luke 17. While Jesus was on the 

mission field, He came upon ten people who were infected with 

leprosy. Because of His grace and love, He healed all ten, but 

only one came back to thank Him. Jesus announced to the  

crowd: 

Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the 
nine? “Were there not any found who returned to 
give glory to God except this foreigner?” 
(Luke17:17,18). 

 
We must be like the one leper who returned, not the nine. God is 
motivated by thanksgiving and praise.  
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All of us have experienced doing something special for someone 
and they did not say “thank you.” After Bible study one night, I 
went totally out of my way to take someone home. It didn’t 
seem right for him to stand out in the cold waiting for the bus. 
We had good fellowship on the ride and, upon arriving at the his 
home, he hopped out of the car and ran into the house. Not that I 
was looking for anything in return, but a simple “thank you” 
would have sufficed.  I felt used. Maybe that’s how Jesus felt 
in the above passage. 
 
If we maintain an attitude of thankfulness, He will continue to 
bless us. 
 
2) Write Down What You Heard 
 
After we have thanked God for His willingness to be involved in 
our situation, we should promptly write down everything that 
He said. 
 

Then the Lord answered me and said:  
“Write the vision  
And make it plain on tablets,  

 That he may run who reads it.” (Habakkuk 2:2) 
 
Why did God tell the prophet Habakkuk to write down what he 
heard the Lord say? It was to keep him focused and keep the 
people who followed him focused. Any group of people, 
ministry, business, organization, team, and department should 
have its vision written down so that the leader, and the people 
following the leader, know where they are going. A vision is 
simply what God says to us. The vision is our road map; it 
shows how to get to where we are going and why we are going 
there. Our vision is our mission statement, our task, it is our 
“Thus said the Lord” statement. 
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With every vision from God, He provides provision to fulfill the 
task. If God calls us to the mission field, somehow, someway 
He’ll see to it that we have the resources. He will place it on the 
hearts of people to support us. If there is no provision, God 
perhaps is trying to let us know that He does not want us in a 
foreign country. Whenever God calls us  to accomplish a task, 
we will face obstacles. But we have to be able to recognize who 
is trying to stop us. Is it God or Satan? We have to be discerning 
enough to figure that out, and the way we do that is by getting 
back to our original intent. What has God called us to do? 
 
If we or our staff get off track, we can simply refer to the vision 
that we wrote down. The vision that the Lord gave me for 
Robert Watkins Ministries: 
 

“To lead God’s people to success, excellence  
and victory through the teaching of God’s  

Word and the demonstration of His Power.” 
 
If someone presented an activity that did not line up with the 
vision, I immediately reject it.  Christians need to understand 
what they are called to do. Writing it down on paper and 
displaying it in a prominent place will serve as a constant 
reminder of what the Lord has said. The Lord’s words to us are 
too important to forget. 
 
3) Seek God’s Timing and Details.  
 
After writing down what we heard from the Lord, we can begin 
to seek God for the proper timing and details of the  
assignment. 
 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 
... (1 Peter 5:6) 
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Due time or due season means God’s perfect timing. We need to 
begin to seek God for His timing and operate in patience until 
the Lord reveals to us His perfect timing for our assignment. If it 
is God and He gave it to us, we can have confidence that it will 
happen. No one or nothing can take it away.  The great thing 
about due season is that it always comes. 
 
Timing is everything. We don’t want to get ahead of God. How 
do we know when it is the right time to step out on our calling? 
First, “Humble yourself” (1 Peter 5:6). There is one prayer that 
God will not answer, “Lord, humble me.” God instructs us to 
humble ourselves. The implication here is that we must decide 
to submit our will, our way, our plans, our purpose to God’s 
authority, to sell ourselves out to the will and the Word of God. 
Even if we have to wait 25 years before we hear the word “go,” 
we must wait on God.  
 
God promised Abraham at the ripe age of 75  that He would 
bless him with a child. It didn’t happen for Abraham until he 
was 99, almost 25 years later. But look at the promise in 1 Peter 
5:6, “...that he may exalt you in due time [or His time].” God 
promises to exalt, promote, and elevate our lives when we move 
out on His timing and not our own.  
 
Why is it that some people seem to never manifest what God 
has spoken to them? Galatians 6:9 gives us the answer: 
 

... in due season we shall reap if we do not faint.  
 

Many of us do not reap what God promises us because we are 
starting and building things that are out of God’s season for our 
lives. Suppose God has called you, the reader, to pastor a 5,000 
member church, but perhaps He wants you to be faithful to that 
which is another man’s to learn and prove yourself, then God 
will give you that which is your own. But if you start the church 
now, because you haven’t been taught the strong meat of the 
Word, you could mess things up, including other people’s lives. 
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The mark of a novice, or a beginner, is a person who hears from 
God, then immediately rushes out to start a ministry. We must 
slow down and seek God for His direction. This will help us 
avoid the pitfalls and traps that may be waiting. We should let 
God raise us up; it may not be the quickest way, but it is the 
surest. 
On the other hand, to see people operating in their due season is 
like a lush, beautiful, green garden in the springtime. There are 
certain seasons when seeds break through the earth and produce 
magnificent and wonderful fruit. God provides the right amount 
of rain, prepares the top soil for growth, and allows the sun to 
radiate its divine light in the perfect spot day after day. As we 
walk through the garden, we can sense the freshness. The same 
thing occurs when a person realizes his season. Breakthrough 
will begin to happen--breakthrough in resources, financial 
support, volunteer help. Everything we need will come–things 
we have been trying to get to happen for years suddenly start to 
come together. Why?  We are in God’s perfect season. 
 
I’ve always known that God wanted me to minister to the world 
through books, tapes, conferences, and newsletters. The seed 
was planted by the Lord in my heart many, many years ago. But 
there were several “seasons” that God wanted me to go through 
before I began my journey.  
 
Each season was critical in my life to learn certain lessons that 
only God could teach. The experience of growing up in the 
small industrial town of Monroe, Michigan, to excelling in 
sports in high school, to a disciplined military career, to an 
arduous college life, to a wonderful life of marriage and 
ministry, to a faith-filled walk with God–it has all been for the 
season I am now living in. This book that I am now writing 
would not have been completed in God’s perfect timing if I 
would have tried to write it in college or while I was in the 
army. It would have been out of God’s timing and you would 
not be reading it. 
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If God calls one of us to start a world-wide singing ministry, 
then He will swing doors open in our favor and we can simply 
walk through. However, if God spoke to one of us to start a 
singing ministry and we are out of His timing, we’ll spend half 
our time trying to knock doors down. Begging people to let us 
sing in their churches is not operating in God’s perfect timing. 
That’s tiring. The struggle will end when our season arrives. 
 
If we are operating in God’s due season, does that mean we will 
not have any opposition? Of course not. But if we know that 
God has called us to do something and it’s our season to 
perform it, if there is a door standing in front of us, God will 
give us the strength to knock the door down and partake of that 
which rightfully belongs to us: “...the violent take it by force” 
(Matthew 11:12).  
 
The struggle ends when we realize what season of our life we 
are currently in and properly prepare for the next season. A 
farmer knows immediately what season he is in.  He can tell if 
it is time to plant, harvest or fertilize, and regardless of the 
season, he is constantly preparing for the next one because he 
realizes he only has one opportunity to reap his harvest. If the 
harvest season comes and goes, he has a long wait for the next 
season to harvest. His losses will be great.  
  
If we are in God’s timing, everything we need to complete our 
assignment will be at hand. God will provide the resources for 
our assignment, along with the details to help us complete the 
work. 
  
  Furthermore, when the Lord speaks to us, we should 

seek God for the details and not just say, “The Lord has 
called me to preach.” Preach what? Preach where? 
Preach how? Preach when? The Lord has called 
everyone who is born again to preach, but He speaks in 
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details. Some preachers say, “When I show up at church, 
I’ll open my mouth and the Lord will use me.” That is 
merely an excuse for them not properly preparing 
themselves and they will ultimately fail. God advised 
Noah exactly how to build the ark, down to the very 
measurements, and he was successful in its completion 
because he followed God’s detailed plan. God can speak 
to us in special detail as well.  

 
Prepare A Plan of Action. To begin, we should ask ourselves 
the following questions:  
 
  What do I need to get started?  
  Who can help me reach me reach my immediate goal?  
  How should I go about this?  
  Do I really understand why I am about to do this?  
  Where should I set up shop?  
 
These questions will make it possible to stay on target. 
 
We need to know how to specifically get the job done, how to 
get it to happen. We may not have all the particulars concerning 
our task. We may not even be educated in what we are about to 
do. But at a very minimum, we need to have a plan.   
 
4) Make the Necessary Life Adjustments 
 
As we strive to accomplish our goals, we can make the 
appropriate adjustments as God directs.  
 
In many cases God’s instructions can be overwhelming and be 
in direct conflict with the plans and purposes we have for our 
lives. We may have our life all mapped out, but God wants us to 
turn in a completely different direction. A major key to hearing 
from God on a regular basis is to make up our minds that when 
we hear from God, we will obey, even at the risk of losing 
everything in the natural. We have to trust God and make the 



 

 
 

necessary adjustments to our lifestyles to ensure they line up 
with God’s will. But even when we try to evade God’s 
directives for our life, somehow the mercy and grace of God 
will not allow us to quit, even when we want to. Jonah tried to 
quit on God, but God knows how to get his man! 
 
God called Jonah to begin one of the greatest revivals to ever hit 
the planet at that time. He needed a man to begin the revival in 
the great city called Nineveh. To get a feel of how God can 
reveal an overwhelming plan to us and how He expects us to 
carry it out, this is what Jonah heard God say: 
 

Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out 
against it; for their wickedness has come up 
before Me. (Jonah 1:2) 

 
That is like God telling us to go to San Francisco, set up a pulpit 
on a street corner, and preach (and, by the way, I love street 
preachers!). Essentially, that is what God told Jonah to do. 
Jonah was obviously scared and afraid of what people would do 
to him because the next verse says: 
 

But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD.... (v. 3) 

 
In other words, Jonah ran! He didn’t want to make the necessary 
life adjustments. 
 
If our pastor commanded the congregation to come to Bible 
study every Wednesday and Friday evening, would we be 
willing to make the necessary adjustments or would the first 
response out of our mouth be an excuse why we couldn’t make 
it?  
 
Many of us say that we are committed to the Lord, but 
commitment isn’t really commitment until it passes the test of 



 

 
 

commitment. Committing with our mouth is not the problem; it 
is being committed with our hearts that holds us back. We  
know we are committed with our hearts when God tells us to do 
something uncomfortable, yet we make the adjustment and do it 
anyway. 
 
5) Consult Spiritual Counsel 
 
Why consult counsel? For blessings and instructions, for check 
and balances, for safety. 

For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, 
And in a multitude of counselors there is safety. 
(Proverbs 24:6) 

 
We should seek mature Christian counselors, such as a pastor or 
godly friend, to discuss what we heard from the Lord and 
explain to them our plan. We should not seek “yes men” 
(someone who thinks that everything we do is great and 
wonderful) or “novices” (immature Christians who may not 
always be honest). We need a critical eye to view our plan. If 
our plan sets us up to fail, we want someone with enough 
integrity to let us know, to consult with us honestly and 
truthfully. This will be the only way to get better at what we do. 
 
To add balance, we should not allow someone else’s experience 
to deter us from obeying God. We must weigh the counselor’s 
comments with what we heard from God. Also, we shouldn’t be 
afraid to ask a lot of questions and ask for help if needed. 
 
Consulting spiritual authority is for our safety. God has given 
gifts to men for our protection. We want someone to be there for 
us to talk to, during the good times and the bad. If possible, we 
should seek someone who is currently in the position of where 
we want to be so we can learn from their mistakes. A wise man 
is a man who learns from his own mistakes as well as others. 
 
6) Take Action 



 

 
 

 
We may know our personal limits, but we can ignore them, 
remembering that, with God, all things are possible! If we put a 
limit on what God will do, we have put a limit on what we can 
do. John Mason wrote in his book entitled, “Conquering An 
Enemy Called Average,” “If you want to see if you can really 
swim, don’t frustrate yourself with shallow water”. In other 
words, we must get out into the deep. Strive to be the best at 
what we do. Be a world changer and a history maker. Take your 
plan and take action. When we live and abide in God, there is 
always room at the top. 
 
One of the pitfalls to avoid is procrastination which only 
prolongs our success. Success arrives at the door of a man who 
does today what other people were thinking of doing tomorrow. 
We should tackle our difficulties today, because tomorrow they 
will be bigger.  Laziness, slothfulness, idleness are all enemies 
to our success. Wasting time is wasting our life.    
 
TV-Free America, a public service organization in Washington 
D.C., says the number one time waster in the lives of Americans 
is television. The average American watches more than four 
hours of TV each day, equal to two months of non-stop TV 
watching per year, and more than 12 solid years of non-stop TV 
watching for a person who lives to the age of 72. I know there is 
good, Christian television programming out there, but I am 
referring to the daily sitcoms, soap operas, game shows, and 
even the news. I know people who habitually watch the nightly 
news under the guise of being an informed citizen. Here’s the 
catch: most of what is passed off as news on television really  
isn’t. It’s merely a replay of what has already been played over 
and over. Consider how much of what we see is the same as last 
week, last month, last year. It’s not really the news, it’s the 
“sames.” Television steals our time and can lull us into 
complacency. We should ask ourselves throughout the day, “Is 
this activity helping me to reach my God-given goals?”  If the 
answer is no, we should promptly drop the activity. The Bible 



 

 
 

promises no loaves to the loafer. 
 
 
Doing our best at this very moment puts us in the best place for 
the next moment. There is no moment like the present. The most 
important time in our life is what we are doing right now. It’s 
super to have time to plan, but when it’s time to take action, we 
should stop thinking about it and go for it.  

 
...behold, now is the accepted time... (2 Cor 6:2) 

 
Noah didn’t wait for his ship to come in; he built one. 
 
7) Don’t Quit 
 
The last and most important step after we hear from God is to do 
His will and not to look back! 
 

And Jesus said to him, No man, having put his 
hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God. (Luke 9:62) 

 
Jesus desires for you and me to continue to move forward in our 
ministries, businesses, careers, and personal lives without 
quitting. He is communicating in this verse that if we are going 
to start something, we can’t quit or look back.  
 
We need to keep our eyes on the prize. When times get tough 
and we feel like giving up, that is not the time to walk away and 
quit. Rather, we must be like the apostle Paul when he got a 
little weary: 
 

I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  

 (Philippians 3:14) 
 
It would have been easy for Paul to throw in the towel and utter 



 

 
 

the words of a failure, “I quit.” After all, he had a warrant for his 
arrest and execution for merely preaching the gospel of Christ. 
Under those extreme conditions many people would have 
understood if Paul didn’t want to be a Christian anymore, let 
alone a major leader for Christ. But even in prison, Paul 
remembered what God had spoken to him on the road to 
Damascus. He had such faith on the inside of him, that it didn’t 
matter what was happening on the outside. His mission was to 
please his Lord at all cost. Quitting wasn’t an option. 
 
I don’t know about you but I am sure glad God didn’t give up 
on me while I was in the world living in disobedience! 
 
When God spoke to Noah concerning the construction of the 
ark, it didn’t actually rain until a hundred years later. What 
would have happened to the world if Noah would have quit in 
the middle of the project? 
 
Many people do not have the tenacity to wait for God’s due 
season so they quit, cave in, and  give up, but God’s Word 
says, “... in due season we shall reap, if we faint not [give up, 
cave in and quit]” (Galatians 6:9). God promised that we will 
reap (gather, harvest) everything that He promised if we step out 
when He tells us to step out and don’t quit. He kept this promise 
for Abraham and everyone else in the Bible who proved 
themselves faithful, and He’ll do it for us as well.  
 
Whatever God calls us to do, in most cases we’ll start out small. 
We must use that time to improve our skills because it will not 
be long before God gives us bigger jobs, if we are faithful. He is 
a big thinker; the true things of God don’t stay small for very 
long. 
 

Though your beginning was small, Yet your latter 
end would increase abundantly.  (Job 8:7) 

 



 

 
 

Well done, good and faithful servant; you have 
been faithful over a few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things. (Matthew 25:23) 

 

A failure is not someone who makes a mistake and doesn’t do 
anything about it. A failure is one who refuses to repent and to 
recognize his shortcomings. He goes from one failure to the next 
without learning from the previous mistake. But if we are in 
God and God is in us, we can’t fail. He won’t let us. When a 
failure falls, he doesn’t get up, but when a Spirit-filled, born- 
again believer falls, he gets up and continues on because he 
knows that God has made him a winner.  
 
When we feel like we want to quit the will of God for our life, 
we can pray aloud the following scripture and believe that 
whatsoever we do shall prosper: 
 

 He shall be like a tree  
Planted by the rivers of water,  
That brings forth its fruit in its season,  
Whose leaf also shall not wither;  

  And whatever he does shall prosper.(Psalms 1:3) 

What we covered in Chapter 7 

7 Procedures to Follow After God Speaks 

 1. Thank Him for speaking to you 
 2. Write down what you heard 
 3. Seek God’s timing and details 
 4. Make the necessary adjustments 
 5. Consult spiritual counsel 
 6. Take action 
 7. Don’t quit 
  



 

 
 

 
Conclusion 

 
It is my prayer that this book enticed a burning desire in you, the 
reader, to hear from God concerning every area of your life. Not 
just for the big things, like where to build a house or attend 
college or when to start a ministry. God wants an equal 
partnership in the little things also, such as where to park, what 
to wear, and what to eat.  
 
I offer you a challenge. Proverbs 3:6 says, “In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  For 21 
days, before you make any decision--small or great, at home or 
at work--take a moment and simply say out loud to the Lord, 
“God, I acknowledge you in this situation. What do you think I 
should do?”  Then act on what you believe to be in your heart. 
Make this a habit for 21 days straight. God’s voice and His 
direction in your life will become crystal clear! 
 
Study and execute the information I have prepared for you in 
this book and you will become successful at hearing and 
understanding the voice of God. I pray this book has made a 
mark in your life that cannot be erased! 
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A Lifelong Partner Dedicated to  
Lifting Your Potential 

 
 
Kings & Priests Unlimited, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, dedicates 
itself to empowering and educating individuals and organizations across 
America and around the world.  It accomplishes this mission by forging 
lasting partnerships to foster personal growth and organization 
effectiveness. 
 
Kings & Priests consists of: 
 

! Kings & Priests Conquer Conferences – Empowers 
corporate and church leaders to marketplace success. 

! Conquer Consulting – Business planning services for 
aspiring entrepreneurs.  

! Young CEO Entrepreneurial Summer Camps – Equips 
teenagers in character, business and finance. 

! Discipleship Program for Adults – Using the latest 
technology, Robert Watkins personally mentors and coaches 
individuals to extraordinary levels of success and prosperity.  

! Robert Watkins Ministries – Teaching, training and 
ministering for church congregations and conferences. 

 
Each year, Kings & Priests and Robert Watkins partner with tens of 
thousands of people, various church denominations and non-profit 
organizations to help people maximize their potential. To contact Robert 
Watkins: 

 
Kings & Priests Unlimited 

www.KPunlimited.com (website) 
info@kpunlimited.com (email) 
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which has mentored and educated thousands of aspiring entrepreneurs, 
professionals and business owners.  After retiring from Corporate 
America in his 30’s for a highly successful career in professional sales, 
he launched the non-profit organization, Kings & Priests Unlimited in 
2001, which has trained thousands of Christian leaders for financial 
freedom, leadership development and business success.    He 
then founded Young Leaders Unlimited, a character-development 
program for teenagers.   

     Dr. Robert Watkins also received an honorary doctorate degree in 
business and theology and has spoken at many higher learning 
institutions including Harvard School of Business, Emory Business 
School and West Georgia University to name a few.  He has written 
several best-selling books and programs including Be Your Own Boss, 
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For more information about Robert Watkins’ broad range of services, 
including speaking, consulting, training and published materials (videos, 
CDs, manuals, training outlines), please contact: 
 

Dr. Robert Watkins 
www.kpunlimited.com 

 
Order Robert Watkins’ new best-selling book, Never Chase A Paycheck 
Again. 


